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Alma Mater
Jack Juergens

On the plains of Western Kansas
Stands a school we all love well.

‘Twas built by the toil of our fathers;
To its glory our voices swell.

Chorus:
Hail to old Fort Hays State!

Let your voices ring.
Praise for the Black and Gold

We will ever sing.
Long may our valor last

Through the future days,
Hon’ring and praising

Dear Fort Hays.

In the years that lie before us
We foresee our land’s many needs.

Through the efforts of new generations,
We’ll go on to more noble deeds.

A Song for Fort Hays
Dr. Donald Stout

Standing tall on the western plain, 
Born of the sun, and wind, and rain, 

Western Kansas gives you praise, 
Alma Mater, Fort Hays!

From the past our future we design, 
Let the light of our knowledge shine!
Our song of praise we bring to you; 
Alma Mater, Alma Mater, Fort Hays.
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THE BEGINNING
“Twas built by the toil of our fathers:

To its glory our voices swell. 
Hail to old Fort Hays State!”

This is our Heritage: This is Fort Hays State
Fort Hays State University (FHSU) is a state, 
tax-assisted liberal and applied arts university 
established and maintained by the state to serve 
the people of Kansas.

The university was established to satisfy a need 
felt by the early settlers for educational facilities 
in the new region. Martin Allen, a horticulturist 
who came to Hays in 1873, and other Hays 
residents, conceived the idea of using the Fort 
Hays Military Reservation land, about to be 
abandoned by the government, for experimental 
and educational purposes.

The fort was abandoned in 1889. From that 
time until 1900, the proposal for its use was 
repeatedly presented to Congress by farseeing 
residents of the area. In 1900, the federal 
government enacted legislation granting the 
land to the state of Kansas for a state college, 
an agricultural experimental station, and a state 
park. In 1901, the Kansas legislature accepted 
the grant.

On June 23, 1902, the university opened with 34 
students, two faculty members, and 19 courses. 
For two years, sessions were held in two old 
buildings on the fort grounds. In 1904, the fi rst 
stone building was completed on the “fl ats” 
adjacent to Hays and the young institution was 
moved to its present location. 

The university opened as the Western Branch 
of the Kansas Normal School of Emporia. The 
curriculum for the fi rst two years consisted of the 
upper two years of high school supplemented 
by courses in teaching methods. 

After 1910, the fi rst degree, A.B. in Education, was 
authorized at this time, although the degree was 
later changed to B.S. in Education. Liberal arts 
degrees of A.B. and B.S. were authorized in 1930. 
Graduate work leading to the master’s degree 
was fi rst offered in 1929; in 1958 the university 
was given permission to grant the specialist in 
education degree. A doctoral program in nursing 
practice was approved May 2015 for Fort Hays 
State University by the Kansas Board of Regents. 
It is the university’s fi rst doctoral program.

During its years of educational service, the 
university has had several changes in its name. 
In 1914, the Hays Normal was made independent 
of the Emporia Normal School and its name 
became Fort Hays Kansas State Normal School. 
In 1923, the name of the university was changed 
to Kansas State Teachers College of Hays. 

The right to confer liberal arts degrees was 
approved by the Board of Regents early in 1931 
and the Legislature authorized the change to the 
name of Fort Hays Kansas State College in the 
same year. In 1977, the name of the university 
was changed to Fort Hays State University.
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Left: People skate 
on Big Creek with 
Sheridan Hall in the 
background. 

Right: Snow covers 
the fountain in front 
of Picken Hall.

Opening Day of the 
Western Branch 
of Kansas State 
Normal School on 
the grounds of the old 
Fort Hays Military 
Reservation.

Left: Picken Hall, 
the fi rst academic 
building on campus.

Right: South side of 
Industrial Building 
with greenhouse.
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Upon entering Gross Memorial Coliseum (GMC), guests will be immediately directed 
to balcony seating. The elevator is accessible by Gate 3. There will be no general seating 
on the GMC fl oor. Exceptions will be made for guests unable to use balcony seating. 
A commencement staff member will escort the individual(s) and one guest to the accessible seating 
area on the GMC fl oor. Seating in this area is in high demand and available on a fi rst come fi rst 
served basis. An ASL interpreter will be shown on screen, visible from any seating area.

SEATING —————————————————————————————————

FORT HAYS STATE UNIVERSITY | OVERVIEW

FOR OUR GUESTS

The university wishes to express its appreciation to the audience for extending courtesy to each 
graduate. Please be reminded that previous graduates have expressed their appreciation for the 
audience remaining seated and courteous. This allows the names of all our graduates to be heard 
by family and friends. We ask that you please turn off your cell phone and remain seated until 
the end of the ceremony. Please allow all graduates of a college to return to their seats before 
applauding.

COURTESY TO GRADUATES ————————————————————————

Photographers from GradImages will take individual photos as each graduate crosses the stage 
and with the university president. Proofs and forms for ordering will be mailed by GradImages to 
each candidate after Commencement. Please allow up to fi ve business days for mailing. There is 
no obligation to purchase photos.

Only press and offi cial university photographers with passes will be allowed to take photos in 
front of the stage. 

PHOTOS —————————————————————————————————

FIRST AID, courtesy of the Ellis County EMS, is located on the lower level at Gate 2.

FIRST AID —————————————————————————————————

The lost and found is located in Room 170, on the lower level near Gate 3. Call 785-628-4199 if you 
discover a missing item post-Commencement.

LOST AND FOUND ————————————————————————————

Due to multiple ceremonies taking place on the same day, the university is requesting all graduates 
and guests exit the Coliseum promptly after the ceremony. This will allow the event staff to begin 
cleaning the area and set up for the next event. 

AFTER THE CEREMONY ——————————————————————————
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FORT HAYS STATE UNIVERSITY | ORDER OF PROCESSIONAL 

CEREMONY
December 15, 2023

Robbins College of Business and Entrepreneurship, College of Health and 
Behavioral Sciences, and Werth College of Science, Technology and Mathematics 

8:30 AM - Gross Memorial Coliseum

Platform Party 
Craig Karlin Registrar and Mace Bearer 
Tisa Mason President 

Jill Arensdorf Provost and Vice President, Academic Affairs 
Diana Mendoza Regent, Kansas Board of Regents 

Joey Linn Vice President, Student Affairs 
Wesley Wintch Vice President, Administration and Finance 

Melissa Hunsicker Walburn Interim Dean, Robbins College of Business 
 and Entrepreneurship 

Jeff Briggs Dean, College of Health and Behavioral Sciences
P. Grady Dixon Dean, Werth College of Science, Technology

 and Mathematics
Angela Pool-Funai Assistant Provost and Dean of the Graduate School

Brenda Meder Reader of Names

Platform Party 
Craig Karlin Registrar and Mace Bearer 
Tisa Mason President 

Jill Arensdorf Provost and Vice President, Academic Affairs 
Diana Mendoza Regent, Kansas Board of Regents 

Joey Linn Vice President, Student Affairs 
Wesley Wintch Vice President, Administration and Finance 
J. David Macey Dean, College of Arts, Humanities,

and Social Sciences 
Paul Adams Dean, College of Education 

Angela Pool-Funai Assistant Provost and Dean of the Graduate School
Brenda Meder Reader of Names

College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences and College of Education 

11:00 AM - Gross Memorial Coliseum 

C.D. Clark, Seth Kastle, and Shane Schartz

James Balthazor, Kimberly Chappell, Paul Nienkamp, Blake Roth, 
Kevin Splichal, Dosse Toulaboe, and Whitney Whitaker

Matthew Clay, Kelly Cole, Cole Engel, Randall Jordan,
Kimberly Perez, Kent Rohleder, David Schmidt, Janet Stramel, 

Anita Walters, and Brett Zollinger

Elodie Jones, Eric Leuschner, Todd Moore, Karmen Porter, 
Kevin Shaffer, Masakatsu Watanabe, and Valerie Zelenka

Event Marshals

Graduate Marshals

Undergraduate Marshals

Flag Bearers
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Commencement Order of Exercises

Prelude 
Trumpet Voluntary Jeremiah Clarke 

Rondeau Jean-Joseph Mouret 
Sonata Bankelsangerlieder Anonymous 

Three Pieces Ludwig Maurer 
Largo from Xerses G.F. Handel 

Amazing Grace  Traditional (arr. Luther Henderson) 
America the Beautiful Samuel Ward 

Processional
Pomp and Circumstance Edward Elgar 

Star Spangled Banner John Stafford Smith, Francis Scott Key 
A Song for Fort Hays Donald Stout 

Introductions
Jill Arensdorf Provost and Vice President 

for Academic Affairs 

Greetings
Diana Mendoza Kansas Board of Regents 

Welcome
Tisa Mason President 

Recognition of Candidates
Jill Arensdorf Presentation of Candidates 

for Education Specialist Degrees 
Tisa Mason Conferring of Degrees 

Jill Arensdorf Presentation of Candidates 
for Master’s Degrees 

Tisa Mason Conferring of Degrees 
Jill Arensdorf Presentation of Candidates 

for Baccalaureate Degrees  
Tisa Mason Conferring of Degrees 

Jill Arensdorf Presentation of Candidates  
for Associate Degrees

Tisa Mason Conferring of Degrees 

Closing
Alma Mater Jack Juergens 

Note: The audience will stand during the platform party processional 
and remain standing for the National Anthem.

FORT HAYS STATE UNIVERSITY | ORDER OF EXERCISES
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BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION –
MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION —————————————
Jennifer Lynn Barone, Elmwood Park, NJ
Health Care Management
Cynthia Beachy, Birmingham, AL
Management Information Systems
Joshua Benjamin Beiker, Hays
Health Care Management
Ilner Boucicaut, Orange Park, FL
Operations Management
Ismail Bouziane, Hays
Business Administration
Ying Chang, Hays
Business Administration
Mengchan Chen, Hays
Digital Marketing
Akib Chowdhury, Visalia, CA
Tourism and Hospitality Management
Angela Renee Cloud, Holden, MO
Leadership Studies
Cyril D. DeSalvo, Garden City
Leadership Studies
Jamie Elizabeth Fergus, Greene, NY
Digital Marketing
Esther Oluwabusayo Folorunso, Hays
Management Information Systems

Xavier Grainger, Andover
Sports Management
Jessica Henry, Paw Paw, MI
Digital Marketing
Jalen Alexander Ibarra, Dodge City
Business Administration
Kylie A. Ibarra, Sutter Creek, CA
Human Resource Management
Souleymane IlandaAffo, Hays
Finance
Alyssa Michelle Johnson, Wichita
Agribusiness
Cameron David Karlin, Hays
Accounting
Duo Li, Zhengzhou, Henan, China
Business Administration
Pinru Li, Hays
Business Administration
Ariel McFadden, Kenner, LA
Leadership Studies
Rebecca Diane Mccray, Salina
Business Administration
Michaela Marye Mills, Unadilla, NY
Human Resource Management

GRADUATE SCHOOL
The Graduate School at Fort Hays State University coordinates degree programs across all fi ve 
academic colleges. Graduate faculty members have attained a signifi cant level of achievement in 
their instructional and scholarly activities and are committed to excellence in graduate education. 
The professional staff of The Graduate School prides itself on excellent service in assisting graduate 
students from the point of inquiry to Commencement. On behalf of the graduate faculty and staff of 
The Graduate School, I congratulate you on your achievement here today.

Angela Pool-Funai 
Assistant Provost and Dean

ROBBINS COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 
AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

FORT HAYS STATE UNIVERSITY | GRADUATE 
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Cameron Murray, Hays
Accounting
Shena Mary Anne O’Brien, Lewis
Marketing
Cecilia Owolawi, Greensboro, NC
Business Administration
Daniel John O’Connor, Lafayette, CO
Business Administration
Megan Marie Pletcher, Eskridge
Corporate Communication
John Alexander Phipps Plimmer, Hays
Business Administration
Kimberly Ann Royster, Gonzales, LA
Business Administration
Aaron J. Satran, WaKeeney
Finance

Kurt J. Siejkowski, West Hills, CA
Operations Management
Jon David Stephenson, Viroqua, WI
Business Administration
Zhicong Tian, Zhengzhou, Henan, China
Business Administration
Jamie Tyler, Girard
Leadership Studies
Jordan Thomas Walshaw, Rotherham, England
Finance/Sports Management
Aboubakry Wane, Bergenfi eld, NJ
Finance
Zhongjiao Yang, Lowell, IN
Digital Marketing
Jing Yuan, Hays
Digital Marketing

FORT HAYS STATE UNIVERSITY | GRADUATE 
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HEALTH AND HUMAN PERFORMANCE – MASTER OF SCIENCE ——
Amari Angram, Hays
Sport Administration
Douglas K. Boucher, Hays
Movement/Sports Studies
Griffi n Paul Brunson, Garden City
Sport Administration
Jessica Marie Dale, Hays
Health and Human Performance
David C. Heck, Marysville
Exercise Science
Kaitlyn M. Holmes, Harrah, OK
Sport Administration
Kyle Scott Hull, Woodston
Sport Administration

Brandon Edward Lawrence, 
Winston-Salem, NC
Sport Administration
Donovan D. McJunkin, Visalia, CA
Movement/Sports Studies
Brad Moehring, Las Vegas, NV
Health and Human Performance
Robert Douglas Smith, Washington
Sport Administration
Cheryl Wood, Bel Air, MD
Sport Administration
Hailey Nicole Zulkoski, Hays
Exercise Science

NURSING – MASTER OF SCIENCE IN NURSING ——————————
Katherine Baum, Olathe
Nursing Administration
Katlyn Camenisch, St. Louis, MO
Nursing Administration
Sandra Grubb, Chapman
Nursing Education
Erin I. McDonnell, Alexandria, VA
Nursing Administration

Mark J. Russell, Indian Trail, NC
Nursing Education
Tiffany L. Trapp, Otis
Nursing Administration
Erin L. Waggoner, Baldwin City
Nursing Education

PROFESSIONAL STUDIES – MASTER OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES ——
Gregory Edward Abood, Monroe, MI
Criminal Justice
David W. Atkins, Topeka
Organizational Leadership
Laurelle Augustine, Hays
Criminal Justice
Raul Cedeno, San Juan, Puerto Rico
Organizational Leadership
Rene M. Gallipeau, Charlotte, NC
Instructional Design

Anna C. Hodge, Ewa Beach, HI
Organizational Leadership
Joshua W. Holuska, Great Bend
Cyber Security
Stephanie Isbel, New Tazewell, TN
Social Entrepreneurship
Ahmed Salad Jama, Columbus, OH
Public Health Administration
Lindsey Johnson, Gretna, NE
Sport Management

COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND 
BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 

SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY – EDUCATION SPECIALIST  ———————
Allen J. Zollinger, Hays
School Psychology

FORT HAYS STATE UNIVERSITY | GRADUATE 
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Harlan D. Kefalas, Waynesville, MO
Organizational Leadership
Kelsey Lynne Leinmiller-Renick, Lawrence
Human Resource Management
Jennifer Salas Lopez, San Antonio, TX
Organizational Leadership
Tylor D. Lovette, Derby
Information Assurance Management
Ryan N. McCarthy, Foxboro, MA
Criminal Justice
Stephen Roddy Norton, Cameron, NC
Human Resource Management
Jacob E. Pavlica, Colorado Springs, CO
Criminal Justice
Jessica Pleasant, Larned
Organizational Leadership

Tiffany R. Reval, Enid, OK
Public Health Administration
Nasharee Zantel Thomas, Union, MO
Organizational Leadership
MaryEster Todd, Roswell, NM
Organizational Leadership
Tonia K. Toon, Williston, FL
Organizational Leadership
Timothy Vizzi, San Clemente, CA
Sport Management
Desiree Patterson Wade, Commerce City, CO
Human Resource Management
Sian Marie Weekley, White, GA
Organizational Leadership
Ryan Patrick Williams, Kingston, TN
Organizational Leadership

PSYCHOLOGY– MASTER OF SCIENCE ———————————————

SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY– MASTER OF SCIENCE —————
Laura M. Langhofer, Russell
Speech-Language Pathology

Emily Claire Allen, Salina
School Psychology
Brandi Anderson, Wichita
Clinical Psychology
Samantha Carolina Baires, Lexington, NE
Clinical Psychology
Jennifer Cord, Castle Rock, CO
School Psychology
Kauthar Daud, Kansas City, MO
School Psychology
Danielle Leigh Forbes, Wichita
Clinical Psychology
Sarah E. Foster, Wichita
Clinical Psychology
David Andrew Gordon, Harrisburg, PA
Clinical Psychology

Alyssa Danielle Guza, Harbor Beach, MI
School Psychology
Kali Harvey, Concordia
Clinical Psychology
Lindsay Hudson-Hubbs, Millsboro, DE
School Psychology
Jessica Sue Medina, Lamar, CO
Clinical Psychology
Raina M. Ochoa, Shawnee
School Psychology
Hannah Mae Pingetzer, Hill City
School Psychology
Shelby Danae Stouffer, Leavenworth
Clinical Psychology
Jaime Suzanne Thomas, Live Oak, TX
School Psychology

Laura D. Sanchez, Great Bend
Speech-Language Pathology
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WERTH COLLEGE OF SCIENCE, 
TECHNOLOGY AND MATHEMATICS

BIOLOGY– MASTER OF SCIENCE —————————————————
Connor Joseph Champney, Clay Center
Biology
Mackenzie Grace Reh, Pratt
Biology

Loryn M. Smith, Russell
Biology
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ENGLISH – MASTER OF ARTS  —————————————————
Tanner Cole Callis, Hays
English
Maleigha Andrea Siglinger-Albers, Hays
English

Anthony David Strickling, Ottawa
English

HISTORY – MASTER OF ARTS ———————————————————
Toby A. Baker, Lebo
History
Rebecca E. Balzan, Fort Irwin, CA
History
Rebekah M. Cempe, Staunton, VA
Public History
Alexander E. Derosier, Carlsbad, CA
History
Elizabeth Marie Dobmeyer, Sheridan, IN
History
Dustin Garrett Earl, River Heights, UT
History

Christopher C. Grace, Vancouver, WA
History
Rachel C. Jones, Bern
Public History
Summer Renee Kemp Arredondo, 
Sacramento, CA
History
Joanne P. Richard, Charleston, ME
History
Chad T. Vanleuven, Orem, UT
History
Colton A. Wagner, Paola
History

LIBERAL STUDIES – MASTER OF LIBERAL STUDIES  ———————
Andy L. Davis, San Diego, CA
Public Administration
Amber M. Flamer, Monroe, NC
Literary Arts
Thomas Philip Godfrey, Worcester, MA
Global Studies
Jeannette L. Grundstrom, Corrales, NM
Art
Emily E. Kohls, Hutchinson
Art
Wanwan Liu, Lorena, TX
Art

Alexis Raiford, Tamarac, FL
Political Science
Benjamin Henry Rao, Garden City, NY
Political Science
Keith Shockley, Yorktown, VA
Teaching and Learning
Ashley Carolyn Smith, Hoisington
Global Studies
Garrett Bret Thompson, Las Vegas, NV
Political Science
Ann M. Witte, St. Louis, MO
Art

COLLEGE OF ARTS, HUMANITIES,
 AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

ART – MASTER OF FINE ARTS ——————————————————
Chelsey Renee Augustine, Hays
Graphic Design
MaKinlie Jade Hennes, Scott City
Inter-Media

Bethany Panhorst, Quinter
Ceramics
Olivia Shayle Stinson, Hays
Ceramics
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Kimberly Marie Keiser, Pratt
School Counseling
Leann M. Krier, Fowler
School Counseling
Ashlyn Elizabeth Krigbaum, Washington, IN
School Counseling
Alice C. Kroh, Kansas City, MO
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Stacy Kathryn Little, Calcium, NY
School Counseling
Danzel Major, Violet, LA
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
David Miller, Glenpool, OK
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Michelle M. Mohr, Springfi eld, VA
School Counseling
Mayra Pacheco, Goodland
School Counseling
Alison Mae Rempe, Smith Center
School Counseling
Lindsay B. Sabala, Topeka
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Jade M. Schaffer, Dodge City
School Counseling
Hailey Showalter, Moundridge
School Counseling
Becky S. Smith, Coffeyville
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Sierra Nicole Thomas, Sabetha
School Counseling
Patricia L. Wageman, Thornton, CO
School Counseling

COUNSELING – MASTER OF SCIENCE ———————————————
Alyssa Anne Anderson, Goddard
School Counseling
Kelly Ankrom, El Dorado
School Counseling
Karli C. Bauman, Phillipsburg
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Kelsey Nechelle Cole, Salina
School Counseling
Fallon M. Craig, Washington
School Counseling
Megan Crain, Garden City
School Counseling
Kristine N. Culbertson, Gardner
School Counseling
Stacy L. Dennison, Rock Falls, IL
School Counseling
Andre Edgarian, Leonia, NJ
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Pepper Elliot, Kamas, UT
School Counseling
Barbara Folcini, Arlington, VA
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Ali C. Golden, Topeka
School Counseling
Amanda Gray, Kansas City, MO
School Counseling
Delaney J. Hamel, Fairbury, NE
School Counseling
Jodi R. Howard, Solomon
School Counseling
Serenity Johnson, Ulysses
School Counseling
Teresa L. Kearn, Linn
School Counseling

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 
ADVANCED PROFESSIONAL STUDIES – EDUCATION SPECIALIST ——
Kate Bremerman, Moundridge
Education Innovation and Leadership
John Casey Buchanan, Overland Park
Education Innovation and Leadership
Paul Eicher, Tulsa, OK
Education Innovation and Leadership
Jennifer D. Gatz, Fairview
Education Administration
KC B. Higley, Johnson City
Digital Leadership

Justin Howe, Olathe
Education Administration
Regin Johnson, Valparaiso, IN
Education Administration
Michael Kester-Haynes, Lenexa
Education Innovation and Leadership
Christopher Korbe, McPherson
Education Administration
Kristina A. Oborny, Hays
Leadership in Reading
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EDUCATION – MASTER OF SCIENCE IN EDUCATION ————————
Shanie Faye Adams, Meriden
Secondary and PK-12 - Transition to Teaching
Leslie K. Alinor, Holton
Curriculum and Instruction
Kerry N. Allen, Colony
Secondary and PK-12 - Transition to Teaching
Shealeen Faith Aton, Dallas, PA
Higher Education Student Affairs
Liliana Ayllon Tapia, Milford, DE
Curriculum and Instruction
Anna Barnum, Wichita
Curriculum and Instruction
Seungeun Barron, Columbia, SC
Secondary and PK-12 - Transition to Teaching
Lauren Bass, Atwood
Curriculum and Instruction
Erika Nichole Bench, Baldwin City
Elementary Education
Erin Halligan Blocker, Lincoln, NE
Elementary Education
Dylan Brazell, Wichita
Secondary and PK-12 - Transition to Teaching
Ashley Marie Briand, Ransom
Elementary Education
Emily R. Burd, Ellis
Library Specialist
Cynthia L. Burrows, Lenexa
Reading Specialist
Melissa K. Calvin, Topeka
English for Speakers of Other Languages
Meghan Cason, Mankato
Elementary Education
Renee M. Cason, Russell
Curriculum and Instruction
Tiffany Collins, Mankato
Secondary and PK-12 - Transition to Teaching
Wesley D. Cooper, Leoti
Secondary and PK-12 - Transition to Teaching
Paul Courter, III, Valley Falls
Secondary and PK-12 - Transition to Teaching
Crystal Renee Davis, Wichita
Mathematics
Lydia Kate Chappell Deckert, North Newton
Secondary and PK-12 - Transition to Teaching
Karen Drake, Newkirk, OK
Elementary Education
Ricky S. Duff, Fruitland, ID
English for Speakers of Other Languages
Lisa Edwards, Summerville, SC
English for Speakers of Other Languages

Jaime Fahlgren, Tonganoxie
Secondary and PK-12 - Transition to Teaching
Ryan D. Field, Wichita
Curriculum and Instruction
Mary Elizabeth Flanagin, Colby
Secondary and PK-12 - Transition to Teaching
Wendy Elizabeth Garcia-Andrade, Dodge City
English for Speakers of Other Languages
Kristen Lynn Goertzen, Dodge City
English for Speakers of Other Languages
Danielle Gomez, Topeka
Curriculum and Instruction
Michael M. Gossett, Olathe
Secondary and PK-12 - Transition to Teaching
Kinsey Marie Harlan, Madison
Elementary Education
Bailey M. Hensley, Manhattan
Secondary and PK-12 - Transition to Teaching
Cherie B. Herredsberg, Smith Center
Elementary Education
Kirsten Mohyde Hickey, Goddard
Elementary Education
Madisen Elizabeth Holtzen, Enterprise
Secondary and PK-12 - Transition to Teaching
Taylor Nichole Hop, Hutchinson
Chemistry
Kayla Marie Horning, Wichita
Secondary and PK-12 - Transition to Teaching
Jerod M. Horsch, Mount Hope
Secondary and PK-12 - Transition to Teaching
Ashley P. Hughes, Topeka
Reading Specialist
Sophie Immen, Parker, CO
Reading Specialist
Blaine R. Joonas, Linn
Secondary and PK-12 - Transition to Teaching
Chandler Del Kitchen, Russell
Secondary and PK-12 - Transition to Teaching
Julie Kristin Koch, Burdick
Curriculum and Instruction
Keyanna M. Kocher, Axtell
Chemistry
Holly L. Lang, Hays
Library Specialist
Naomi Langager, Tokyo, Japan
English for Speakers of Other Languages
Amy Lanski, Wichita
Secondary and PK-12 - Transition to Teaching
Sulian S. Larmond, Wayne, MI
Higher Education Student Affairs
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Bradley J. Long, Beatrice, NE
Elementary Education
Eric Alan Lowe, Derby
Elementary Education
Danielle Yvette Lucas, Wichita
Secondary and PK-12 - Transition to Teaching
Shannon Elizabeth Lutz, Andale
Library Specialist
Pamela Mahannah, Wichita
Transition to Teaching
Hailee L. Manwaring, Salina
Elementary Education
Alessandro Marnoni, Garden City
Transition to Teaching
Sara M. Martinez, Wichita
English for Speakers of Other Languages
Cruz Evangelina Morningstar, Johnson City
Secondary and PK-12 - Transition To Teaching
Joshua Nelson, Salina
Secondary Education
Andrea Odendahl, Bentley
English for Speakers of Other Languages
Kenneth T. Parks, Atlanta, GA
JROTC Instructor Prep - 
Education Leadership - Army
Kiron Patterson, Wichita
Transition to Teaching
Lesly Bianey Paz, Arkansas City
English for Speakers of Other Languages
Jacqueline T. Penney, Doha, Qatar
Elementary Education
Natividad Pineda, North Bergen, NJ
Curriculum and Instruction
Michelle R. Ponce, Winfi eld
Higher Education Student Affairs
Ashlynn Corrine Pounds, Overland Park
Curriculum and Instruction
Kaitlyn Ralston, Liberal
English for Speakers of Other Languages
Meghan Regehr, Olathe
Secondary and PK-12 - Transition To Teaching
Laura Nicole Reichert, Olathe
Secondary and PK-12 - Transition To Teaching
Daniel A. Reyes, Garden City
Secondary and PK-12 - Transition To Teaching
Kyle Risner, Claremore, OK
English for Speakers of Other Languages
Elizabeth Michelle Rogers, Ulysses
Curriculum and Instruction
Alejandra Rojas de Robles, Jacksonville, FL
Secondary and PK-12 - Transition To Teaching
Nicholas Rubio, Andover
Transition to Teaching

Jason L. Russell, Lawrence
Transition to Teaching
Christopher Sanders, Pratt
Secondary and PK-12 - Transition To Teaching
Morgan Dale Schulze, Central City, NE
Curriculum and Instruction
Amy Lynn Smith, Tecumseh
Library Specialist
Brandon Corey Smith, Memphis, TN
Curriculum and Instruction
Melanie R. Smith, Dodge City
Higher Education Student Affairs
Nickolas Stanley, Lynnwood, WA
Secondary Education
Kassidy C. Stewart, Republic, MO
Mathematics
Mikayla Stoffel, Douglass
Curriculum and Instruction
Jennifer Surber, Overland Park
Elementary Education
Mariela Sweat, Fowler
English for Speakers of Other Languages
Liliana Ayllon Tapia, Milford, DE
Curriculum and Instruction
Travis Clay Thompson, Louisburg
Secondary and PK-12 - Transition To Teaching
Benjamin James Tillman, Hays
Chemistry
Mark D. Tolbert, Wichita
Secondary and PK-12 - Transition To Teaching
Britni A. Tremblay, Concordia
Higher Education Student Affairs
Hannah VanArsdale, Dodge City
Elementary Education
Samantha Voorhees, Victoria
Mathematics
Aaron Scott Waldorf, Towanda
Secondary and PK-12 - Transition To Teaching
Jungwei Wang, Overland Park
Elementary Education
Robert Henry Weinstein, Lawrence
Transition to Teaching
Lakin Marie Werth, Oakley
Mathematics
Lisa Marie Wilson, Wichita
Transition to Teaching
Lisa Rae Wilson, Hays
Curriculum and Instruction
Nikole Leanne Winter, Hays
Higher Education Student Affairs
Karyssa M. Witzig, Jackson, MI
Reading Specialist
Ashley M. Zondca, Manhattan
Elementary Education
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EDUCATION ADMINISTRATION – MASTER OF SCIENCE ——————
Diana L. Bailey, Lawrence
Education Administration
Megan L. Brusca, Palm Beach Gardens, FL
Education Administration
Joseph M. Desilva, Crofton, MD
Education Administration
Christopher Dirks, Mount Hood Parkdale, OR
Education Administration
Megan Elaine Duskie, Esbon
Education Administration
Nathan Daniel Honas, Medicine Lodge
Education Administration
Sarah A. Ingram, Olathe
Education Administration
Corbin A. Janssen, Scott City
Education Administration
Kate I. Jones, Union Beach, NJ
Education Administration
Brian K. Kearns, Grand Junction, CO
Education Administration
Catelynne LePage, Manhattan
Education Administration
Brett A. Leischner, Petersburg, IL
Education Administration
Megan L. Mason, Kincaid
Education Administration

Todd J. McCarthy, Olathe
Education Administration
Zachary McDowell, Winfi eld
Education Administration
Kaleb Moeller, Sabetha
Education Administration
Kelsey L. Perez, Viola
Education Administration
Payton Scheer, Cheney
Education Administration
Nicolas A. Schmidt, Medicine Lodge
Education Administration
Matthew A. Sims, Colby
Education Administration
Scott Sutton, Uniontown
Education Administration
Tyler J. Verhoff, Ottawa, OH
Education Administration
Jennifer Walterman, Olathe
Education Administration
Candida Eve Wise, Wichita
Education Administration
Maria Kay Worrell, Paola
Education Administration

Faith Charles, Scott City
Instructional Technology
Jada L. Conley, Centralia
Instructional Technology
Lauren Crombie, Beaver Dam, WI
Instructional Technology
Eleanor Margaret Durrance, Sharpsburg, GA
Instructional Technology
Jason Dutill, Lancaster, PA
Instructional Technology
Tara Grant, Phoenixville, PA
Instructional Technology
Courtney Rose Harris, Overland Park
Instructional Technology
Lisa Marie Horni, Gainesville, VA
Instructional Technology
Brandon L. Hutton, Topeka
Instructional Technology
Jenna Catherine Kenney, Olathe
Instructional Technology

Jennifer Ann Leever, Topeka
Instructional Technology
James Allen McDowell, Wichita
Instructional Technology
Gayle Heidi McKay-Jones, Dubois, WY
Instructional Technology
Rebecca Ann Meers, Canal Fulton, OH
Instructional Technology
Kimberly A. Messersmith, Dakota Dunes, SD
Instructional Technology
Kyle Jacob Regier, Halstead
Instructional Technology
Amber Rose Riley-loy, Stayton, OR
Instructional Technology
Kaitlyn Marie Schwarz, Belleville, IL
Instructional Technology
Sameen R. Shoenhair, San Jose, CA
Instructional Technology
Matthew R. Shrader, Omaha, NE
Instructional Technology

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNOLOGY – MASTER OF SCIENCE —————
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Bryce Skiles, Emporia
Instructional Technology
Michael Sova, Gladwin, MI
Instructional Technology
Nathan Stalker, Pottstown, PA
Instructional Technology
Hannah Steward, Overland Park
Instructional Technology

Michaela J. Strecker, Minneola
Instructional Technology
Danica Joyce Ugalino, Payson, UT
Instructional Technology
Julie Wangberg, Wichita
Instructional Technology

SPECIAL EDUCATION – MASTER OF SCIENCE ———————————
Cindy Ann Alberts, Moline
Special Education High Incidence
Diana L. Albright, Harper
Special Education High Incidence
Tonya K. Alm, Hooker, OK
Special Education High Incidence
Reginald Lamar Barnes, Olathe
Special Education High Incidence
Daniel Steven Bellas, Manhattan
Special Education High Incidence
Megan April Blacketer, Marysville
Special Education High Incidence
Maria E. Bowman, Garnett
Special Education High Incidence
Jennifer Lee Brinck, McPherson
Special Education High Incidence
Shelley Lynne Brown, Goodland
Special Education High Incidence
Laura Vivian Burchett, Topeka
Special Education High Incidence
Brandt Royce Busse, McPherson
Special Education High Incidence
Michelle A. Clounch, Chanute
Special Education High Incidence
Renee Leeann Conway, Towanda
Special Education High Incidence
Sheri Kay Cooley, Salina
Special Education High Incidence
Klasee Jade Crawford, Emporia
Special Education High Incidence
Dexter Bernard Davis, Jr., Wichita
Special Education High Incidence
Kathryn G. Dolan, Kansas City
Special Education Gifted
Chasity Fritzmeier, Leoti
Special Education High Incidence
Rheann Michele Heater, South Haven
Special Education High Incidence
Heather Irene Holden, Attica
Special Education High Incidence

Eric Wayne Jackson, Maize
Special Education High Incidence
Steven Jerome Jackson, Jr., Shawnee
Special Education High Incidence
Tayvia K. Kemp, Galva
Special Education High Incidence
Trisha K. Kiser, Delphos
Special Education High Incidence
Stefanie A. Klinger, Manhattan
Special Education High Incidence
Marissa Nicole Koerperich, Salina
Special Education High Incidence
Elizabeth Wagoner Krehbiel, Pratt
Special Education High Incidence
Alexis J. Lehmkuhl, Russell
Special Education High Incidence
Thomas Earles Lichty, Dodge City
Special Education High Incidence
Stacy Lee Logue, Ogallah
Special Education High Incidence
Hannah Mason, Andover
Special Education High Incidence
Melissa Ann Massingill, Hutchinson
Special Education High Incidence
Colleen A. McGrath, Wichita
Special Education High Incidence
Paige Anne Meyer, Axtell
Special Education High Incidence
Allyson Miller, Hiawatha
Special Education Gifted
Kahlie Marie Miller, Wichita
Special Education High Incidence
Rachael Alysia Monarez, Wichita
Special Education High Incidence
Kylia Owens, Atchison
Special Education High Incidence
Taylor Lynn Parsons, Oxford
Special Education High Incidence
Amy Jo Perry, Kansas City
Special Education High Incidence
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Darien R. Pimlott, Shoshoni, WY
Special Education High Incidence
Amie Elizabeth Pixton, Osawatomie
Special Education High Incidence
Sarah Elizabeth Pruden, Topeka
Special Education High Incidence
Cordeasha Reed, Kansas City
Special Education High Incidence
Jamar Tyrone Reese, Lawrence
Special Education High Incidence
Melissa Reimer, Hesston
Special Education High Incidence
Annelise Rockley, Spring Hill
Special Education High Incidence
Gina Salge, Mableton, GA
Special Education High Incidence
Lydia Grace Schenck, Syracuse
Special Education High Incidence
Stacy L. Schrader, Osawatomie
Special Education High Incidence
Kyla Sharpe, Logan
Special Education High Incidence
Chelsie S. Shipley Yiouvanoglou, Ulysses
Special Education High Incidence
Elisha D. Smith, Jackson, OH
Special Education High Incidence

Whitney Christine Spitler, Falun
Special Education High Incidence
Scott Starr, Eureka
Special Education High Incidence
Shannon Elizabeth Thomlinson, Junction City
Special Education High Incidence
Alicia A. Thompson, Derby
Special Education High Incidence
Caesar Villa, De Soto
Special Education High Incidence
Holly Marie Villa, Elkhart
Special Education High Incidence
Jasmine Wayne, Kansas City
Special Education High Incidence
Cheyenne Louise Webb, Richland, WA
Special Education High Incidence
Courtney Christine Weiser, Hutchinson
Special Education High Incidence
Jessica Whitfi ll, Topeka
Special Education High Incidence
Kim Williams, Valley Center
Special Education High Incidence
Jamie Leigh Wolbert, Hays
Special Education High Incidence
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ROBBINS COLLEGE OF BUSINESS AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

The Robbins College of Business and Entrepreneurship proudly presents the business, media and 
technology leaders and innovators of tomorrow. These students continue a tradition of excellence 
and will build the reputation of Fort Hays State University through their work ethic, ability to solve 
problems and dedication to improving the organizations in which they work and the communities 
in which they live. The faculty, staff and I offer our congratulations to these new graduates on the 
hard work and dedication they have applied to their studies. We will support them throughout their 
lives in both their personal and professional endeavors and will maintain the connection and bonds 
established through learning and friendship.

Melissa Hunsicker Walburn
Interim Dean

Stacey Smith Applied Business Studies, Chair 
Dosse Toulaboe Economics, Finance and Accounting, Chair 

Kevin Shaffer Informatics, Interim Chair 
Robert Lloyd Management, Interim Chair 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN BUSINESS EDUCATION 

Amos N. Becker, Wichita
Molly M. Brockleman, Andale

Evan T. Gonzales-Darville, 
Dodge City

Brianna L. Jones, Wray, CO*

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN TOURISM AND HOSPITALITY MANAGEMENT

Macy L. Catlin, Wichita
Valerie Abigail Gonzalez, 
Garden City

Kristen Y. Miller, Walker, MI
Morgan D. Polson, Isabel

Rodney Arion Jaiden Ullah, 
Anaheim, CA
Rheijan Villegas, Kansas City

Rayuth Me, 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Sochivornmonineath Meas, 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Jennifer Sreu, 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION TOURISM AND HOSPITALITY MANAGEMENT

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

Faisal Aljebrin, Hays
Tayler A. Bieberle, Colby
Dylan R. Boone, Quinter
Hunter P. Cashatt, Beloit
Eidree L. Chapin, Gove

Alexandra L. Malfait, 
Elkhorn, NE
Blake Henry Martin, Hesston
Jordan Mattson, Wichita

Zachary L. Rowh, Norton
Aly Guadalupe Tarango 
Fernandez, Scott City
Crystal Xiong, Kansas City
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ECONOMICS, FINANCE, AND ACCOUNTING ———————————
BACHELOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

Cindy Y. Araiza-Catano, 
Scott City*
Isabella Ann Artman, Hays*
Ekupnseh Ndum Ashley, 
Kansas City
Mackenzie Leann Augustine, 
Hays
Abby Brianne Barber, 
Council Grove
Gonzalo Miguel Bazan, 
Miami, FL
Steven J. Beachum, Maize
Hayleigh Beals, Haysville
Demi A. Bollinger, Hays
Tyler J. Bowen, Rossville
Kennedy E. Burgess, Ellis
Lance Burris, Merriam
Gabriel J. Byczkowski, 
Bellevue, NE
Jake Campbell, Fort Collins, CO
Emily M. Cape, Wichita
Courtney J. Carreno, Hoyt
Rylie M. Coy, Hays
Maria Daniela 
De La Cruz-Garcia, Lawrence

Ethan A. Doud, Wichita
Jason Ryan Ducey, Gardner
Trevor W. Evelhair, 
Unityville, PA
Christopher T. Fitzgerald, 
Ellsworth
Jacob Foster, Matthews, NC
Amber Fury, Chico, CA*
Sabrina M. Ganger, 
Strasburg, CO
Danny Garcia, Garden City
Caroline Gomez, 
Dakar, Senegal
Ana Laura Gonzalez, Liberal
Callie L. Graybill, Hooker, OK
Kaleb J. Hammeke, Hutchinson
Chase Hart, Overland Park
Nathan T. Hephner, Wichita
Gregory J. Hernandez, 
Dodge City
Daniel Hix, Pittsburg
Inigo Jimenez, Madrid, Spain
Talya A. Killingsworth, Derby
Kyler C. Koenke, Hays
Austin J. Koerperich, Salina*

Michael Gerard Malone, Topeka
Kendra A. Maydew, 
Smith Center*
Khardiata Mbaye, 
Dakar, Senegal
Serigne Ndir, Dakar, Senegal
Lauren T. Ostrander, Topeka
Zachary J. Parde, Belleville
Jonah M. Rich, Wichita
Thomas Patrick Ryan, 
Hutchinson
Abigail N. Savage, Newton
David Bernard Edmund 
Schulte, Sedgwick+
Morgan Marie Suarez, Topeka
Taegan I. Sumner, Topeka
Prince Tchalla, Dakar, Senegal
Ababacar Traore, Dakar, Senegal
Katherine Elizabeth Wagner, 
Wichita
Reece D. Watson, 
South Hutchinson
Trent C. Weber, Turpin, OK
Spencer E. Wittkorn, Hays
Tylar F. Zielinski, Hays

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

INFORMATICS  —————————————————————————

Johnangel Alba, 
Wichita Falls, TX

Jett D. Jurgens, 
El Dorado

BACHELOR OF ARTS 

Shayna A. Salazar, Pearl City, HI

Mikayla Marie Larkin, 
Manhattan
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN INFORMATION NETWORKING 
AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Deanna Alday, Perry, GA
Anfernee Archie, Lancaster, PA
Kelton J. DeBord, Hays
Mallory E. Gabriel, Cypress, TX*
Adam M. Goodrich, Salina
Austin M. Gray, Thornton, CO
Jacob D. Hasenkamp, 
Washington
Matthew Heilman, Olathe
J’Vohn Fhalen Johnson, 
Independence

Nicholas A. Jones, Rose Hill
Devin Kraisan, Foristell, MO
Jacob Krell, Shakopee, MN
Evan Connor Littlejohn, 
Oklahoma City, OK
Abigail E. Martinez, 
Broomfi eld, CO
Luke D. Nachtigal, Hutchinson
Moses Ntege, Glen Burnie, MD
Aiden Ray O’Brien, Muscotah
Heath Reed, Emporia

Peyton M. Rohan, Temple, TX
Timothy R. Schoepfl in, Hays
Jarrett Smolarkiewicz, Hays
Justin Lee Stewart, 
Wentzville, MO
Kattia D. Thompson, Iola
Tiffany G. Warren, 
Thompson’s Station, TN
Jack T. Williams, Hoisington
Dalton R. Wright, Hays
Connor Matthew Young, Olathe

MANAGEMENT —————————————————————————
BACHELOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

Nevada Dawn Acheson, Hays
Cindy Y. Araiza-Catano, 
Scott City*
Grant Jacob Arasmith, Jewell
Zoie Barriger, La Crosse
Hailey G. Budke, Concordia
Nathan N. Coffman, Lawrence
Brice Logan Crowell, Topeka
Grace M. Dressman, Frankfort
Scott D. Fuller, Lawrence
Raneem Ghunaim, Hays
Kyle James Hayes, Jetmore
Brandon R. Hoffman, Hays

Dawson C. Hornbeck, 
Crescent, OK
Michelle M. Klecan, Odell, NE+
Thivizahei Lind, 
Lee’s Summit, MO
Meagan Clare McCarty, 
Arlington, TX
Abbey E. Oborny, Hays
Cade Allen Peters, Salina
Karen Rios Armendariz, 
Dodge City
Jacob D. Schroeder, Victoria
Jamie Seipel, Wichita

Donald D. Sherwood, Salina
Leslie Silvestre, Salina
Gretchen M. Stephens, 
Fort Leavenworth
Charles Kiefer Titus, 
Garden City
Jennifer Abigail Torres, 
McLean, VA
Dayton M. Unrein, Hays
Isaac Weiser, Newton
Jacey J. Wideman, Minneola
Paris B. Wolf, Hays
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COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND 
BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES

The College of Health and Behavioral Sciences is home to challenging and exciting degree programs 
in the fi elds of allied health, communication sciences and disorders, health and human performance, 
nursing, psychology, and social work. Each department offers programs that prepare students for 
careers in some of the fastest-growing occupations in the United States. In addition to discipline-
specifi c coursework, students have many opportunities to gain experience and knowledge through 
research projects, internships, teaching apprenticeships, service-learning activities, fi eld trips and 
student exchange. Students graduate with a wealth of knowledge in their fi elds. They develop well-
honed skills that prepare them to be practitioners, health care providers, educators, managers and 
policy makers destined for key roles in the health and behavioral sciences.

Jeff Briggs
Dean

Brenda Hoopingarner Allied Health, Chair 
Karmen Porter Communication Sciences and Disorders, Chair 

Steven Sedbrook  Health and Human Performance, Chair 
Jenny Manry Nursing, Chair 

Whitney Whitaker Psychology, Chair 
Tim Davis Social Work, Chair 

ALLIED HEALTH ————————————————————————

COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND DISORDERS ——————————
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND DISORDERS 

Alyvea Bender, Emporia
Kayenta Morgen Frye, 
Marysville
Olivia Grace Galpin, Garden City

Daphne Gross, Victoria
Katelyn M. Hill, Lakin
Jenna S. Hoover, Glade

Reigan H. Hunsucker, 
Oklahoma City, OK
Willow A. Ludwig, 
Littleton, CO

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN MEDICAL DIAGNOSTIC IMAGING 

Cindy Arevalo, Emporia
Taiylor Jean Atwill, Sedgwick
Daniela Beltran-Rascon, Ensign
Randi Bischoff, Noblesville, IN
Brian Koerwitz, Windsor, CO

Tayler Renee Lankford, Wichita
Avery A. Loucks, Salina*
Sierra Molina, 
Independence, MO
Heather Pittier, Kearney, MO

Ashley Nicole Ramos, 
Fayetteville, NC
Hannah M. Thiessen, Beloit
Babajide Wale-Aremu, 
Gaithersburg, MD
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HEALTH AND HUMAN PERFORMANCE —————————————
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN HEALTH STUDIES

Carrie N. Henning, 
Lee’s Summit, MO

Sarah Henson, Lenexa
Ariel Littlefi eld, Edmond, OK

Quinn A. Stukane, 
Morristown, NJ

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN HEALTH AND HUMAN PERFORMANCE 

Evelyn Arredondo, Garden City
Kylie Mae Aufdengarten, 
Wellington
Sydney Elizabeth Barrett, Beloit
Dalton L. Beougher, Jetmore
Zachary Steven Berg, 
Parker, CO
Karson Sinclair Brown, Beloit
Kieran William Clark Brown, 
Kettering, Australia
Adrianne Grace Carr, Berryton*
Damon Scott Carr, Holcomb
Brandon Cuevas Dias, 
Colorado Springs, CO
Mason Richard Duskie, 
Cawker City
Aaron Escamilla-Perez, 
Wray, CO
Leah Kathleen Feldman, Salina
Broderick David Green, Hays

Jonathan Michael Green, Hays
Madison N. Griffi th, 
Fort Morgan, CO
Micah Leigh Grover, Cheney
Chance E. Hayden, Chapman
Channing Karol Holm, Hays
Elizabeth G. Huddy, 
Lakewood Ranch, FL
Kya Michelle Johnson, 
Bennington
Phil Neal, Ty Landrum, Wichita
Aaron J. Lane, Emporia
Holly E. Maska, Gardner
Ryne McDonald, Springdale, AZ
Myles A. Menges, Hays
Braiden Nicholas Meyers, Hays
Irvan G. Meyers, Deerfi eld
Dustin A. Nichols, Olathe*
Jennifer Mary Ortiz-Reyez, 
Macksville

Taylor M. Patterson, 
McCook, NE
Marcelino T. Pauda, Ellis
Lisette Jean Pfortmiller, 
Smith Center
Danielle M. Shade, Salina
Jara Shoemaker, Wichita
Kristopher Roger Stroughter, 
El Sobrante, CA
Ashtyn Grace Turrentine, 
Garden City
Benjamin D. Urista, 
Redlands, CA
Christopher B. Vankooten, 
Phillipsburg*
Kazere Jake Villegas, 
Kansas City
Tyler Wade Whipple, Hays
Hayden Robert Wiltfong, 
Edmond

NURSING ————————————————————————————
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING 

Kayla Nicole Apuan, Wichita
Javier Aragon-Lopez, Derby
Brielle J. Bange, Colby
Darnielle Malikka Bates, 
Farmington Hills, MI
Jaclyn Renea Begnoche, Ellis
Allissa L. Bird, Larned
Kayla Lee Cass, Olmitz
Melissa S. Chapman, Lenexa
Adam Clevenger, Dodge City
Megan Taylor Crist, Wichita*
Nathan Delane Cunningham, III, 
Rose Hill
Whitney June Dill, Portis
Evelin Elizabeth Duarte, 
Garden City

Emma Grace Faulkner, 
Wamego
Rebecka Peyton Faust, Wichita
Aliyah Lorynne Frederick, 
Hutchinson
Elizabeth Ann Gerdes, 
Great Bend
Marissa Halcyone Green, 
University City, MO
Olivia Gross, Andover
Diane Marie Hanzel, 
Leavenworth
Natalie Kay Hayes, Ford
Danytra Leann Hughes, 
Greenwood, MO
Marshal D. Hutchins, Scott City

Michelle Kathrine Johns, 
Minneapolis
Dallas Renee Klinkner, 
Valley Center
Amanda N. Kruse, Hays
Tessa Linn Krzycki, Colby
Brooke Lawyer, Bertrand, NE
Shai Tiana Lemmons, Wichita
Hannah Litke, Manhattan
Alexis C. Lundahl, Hays
Audrey Elizabeth Manry, 
Larned
Norma P. Martinez, 
Garden City
Brittany Masters, 
Gothenburg, NE
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PSYCHOLOGY ——————————————————————————
BACHELOR OF ARTS

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Jessica Maree Bauman, Wichita
Luana Chagas, Osasco, Brazil
Yesenia Estrada, Hays
Shari Marie Fenwick, Topeka
Christina G. Gillum, 
Bartlesville, OK

Ginarae Elizabeth Harper, 
Manhattan
Marian Rose Jenkins, 
Naperville, IL
Micah J. Nachtigal, 
Lawrence

Alyssa Charlotte Roberts, 
South Hutchinson
Anyela Valenzuela-Rosales, 
Hays
Sierra A. Wright, 
Kansas City, MO

Margaret Virginia Allen, Derby
Noah Barton, Salina
Jared C. Bray, Lawrence
Jozlyn Renee Brown, Great Bend
Brianna N. Byerley, Salina
Kayla Lynn Cooley, 
Pea Ridge, AR
Emily Raye Daniel, 
Colorado Springs, CO
Mariah Dryden, Lawrence
Jennifer Nicole Edson, 
San Diego, CA
Cristen A. Edwards, Ulysses
Tamara Diane Flager, 
Hutchinson

Natalia V. Granados, Hays
Catherine A. Gregory, 
Spartanburg, SC
John B. Groves, Hays
Ryan C. Karlin, Hays
Sopy Knox, Wamego
Beth L. Kohler, McKenzie, ND
Sophie R. Landauer, Salina
Cierra Lesperance, Manhattan
Kelci R. Lucas, Shawnee
Allison Paige Mattke, Collyer
Abigail Mendoza, Ulysses
Toni Noell, Rutherfordton, NC
Samantha Marie Odell, 
Alta Vista

Jessica Romero, Kaufman, TX
Kayla Marie Sanders, Salina
Kambrian Rachelle Sandoval, 
Hays
Kelli Jo Schmidt, Hays
Emarie A. Schoenthaler, Lenexa
Madison T. Shapland, Scott City
Sierra Marie-LeAndra Smith, 
Stilwell
Catherine Tarka, Lecompton
Kevin Te, Henderson, NV
Veronica Faith Torres, Russell
Christopher E. Weber, Hays
Madison Kaye Welch, Hays
Jveila Whitlock, Oxford

Clara McChesney, Concordia
Cassie M. McFarland, 
Highlands Ranch, CO
Jessica O. Meier, Beloit
Lily E. Meska, Salem, OR
Iran G. Mesta, Ness City
Arlyn D. Miller, Partridge
Erika Olivia Mosher, 
Gilmanton, NH
Christian Reid Murray, 
Larned
Bailey Kysanna Nickel, 
Scott City
Victory Lebsiah Njindangam, 
Oklahoma City, OK

Elvia E. Ortiz-Paez, 
Garden City
Caitlin Peak, Grandview, MO
Cheyenne Rose Prevatt, Wichita
Kimberly Ramos, 
Coldwater, MI
Lisa M. Rawie, Olathe
Tyler T. Regier, Hays
Jennifer Suzanne Reichert, 
Mission
Madison Renken, Gorham
Janet L. Robinson, Holcomb
Emma N. Rogers, Sedgwick
Alan K. Rohrbaugh, Meriden
Ruby Victoria Romero, Ulysses

Sarah Marie Schaffer, Hays
Anna E. Stansbury, Little River
Toni Lea Summers, 
Mound City
Emma Swint, Littleton, CO
Michelle A. Tadefa, Hays
Sarah Marlene Thomas, 
WaKeeney
Luz Esmeralda Tucker, 
Johnson+
Kiara M. Urban, Hays
Karina Villarreal de Tenorio, 
Garden City
Hanna Nicole Wilkinson, 
Augusta
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SOCIAL WORK ————————————————————————
BACHELOR OF SOCIAL WORK 

Hermelinda Anguiano, Liberal Yulissa Guadalupe 
Gutierrez-Salcido, Kit Carson, CO

Angeliese V. Leuze, 
Spokane, WA

ASSOCIATE DEGREES

ALLIED HEALTH ———————————————————————
ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE IN RADIOLOGIC TECHNOLOGY

Jose Miguel Gonzalez, Syracuse Avery A. Loucks, Salina*
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Sophie Ano Agriculture, Chair 
Kim Stewart Applied Technology, Chair 

Tara Phelps-Durr Biological Sciences, Chair 
Arvin Cruz Chemistry, Chair 

Keith Dreiling Computer Science, Chair 
Todd Moore Geosciences, Chair 

Keith Dreiling Mathematics, Chair 
Gavin Buffi ngton Physics, Chair 

AGRICULTURE —————————————————————————

WERTH COLLEGE OF SCIENCE, 
TECHNOLOGY AND MATHEMATICS

The Werth College of Science, Technology and Mathematics combines complementary academic 
programs to meet the ever-growing national need for science graduates. As a college, we have a shared 
mission of contemporary science education, novel educational opportunities, applied research and 
technical training, and community outreach. The combination of traditional and applied academic 
areas in a single administrative unit allows students to directly experience the connections across 
science disciplines. This kind of cross-pollination creates a deeper understanding as they gain 
foundational knowledge and technical skills.

P. Grady Dixon
Dean
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN AGRICULTURE

Meghan Ilene Anderson, Hays
Allison L. Badding, Solomon
Derek W. Buessing, Axtell
Cory A. Burnham, Great Bend
Shea P. Coakley, Kearney, NE
Garret A. Dalinghaus, Frankfort
Natallie Michelle Del Carmen, 
Long Beach, CA
Delaney M. Engles, 
Oil City, PA
Bintu Adama Fall, Hays
Christopher R. Firestone, 
Kihei, HI
Kristen Lea Floyd, Kingman
Tanya L. Guevara, Halstead
Blake Alexander Harnden, 
Hays
Cassidy Hoggarth, Minot, ND

Brekken K. Howell-Hoffman, 
Hays
Jonah Levi Huehl, 
Sylvan Grove
Cody J. Huhman, Kingman
Emily L. Koenigsman, Tipton
Grant Michael Kuhlman, 
Oakley*
Leann M. Landis, Reading
Makayla M. Loney, Plainville
Olivia Ann Mayhew, 
Bridgeton, NJ
Molly Eileen Minihan, Hays*
Vincent J. Palen, Beloit
Courtney Nichole Priest, 
Winfi eld
Trevor R. Rooks, Kiowa
Blaine D. Russell, Colby

Wyatt Paul Schumacher, Hays 
Alexis Jacob Sechelski, 
Anderson, TX
Jerod A. Shuffl ebarger, 
Lawrence
Brooks M. Shuler, Auburn
Brandon Zane Siemens, 
Manhattan
Jacob A. Smith, Larned
Kamryn M. Smith, Palmer
Weston Sommers, Burns
Tyler Joseph Stanley, 
Bennington
Kobe Jon Tice, St. Francis
Brayden W. Vogel, Ness City
Dawson Weber, Welcome, MN
Lana L. Williams, Sedan
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APPLIED TECHNOLOGY —————————————————————

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN TECHNOLOGY STUDIES

Mason T. Baalmann, Wichita
Eliazar Cecilio Carrasco, Pratt
Garron Phillip Champoux, 
Home
Jacob Oliver Fredrickson, 
Hutchinson

Traice Hartter, Topeka
Wyatt D. Hessman, Spearville*
Jason Christopher Kepka, 
Dorrance
Sabino E. Medrano, Hays
Joseph Rodrick Olson, Olathe

Grant A. Reynolds, Ansley, NE
Tyler J. Robben, Hays
Joshua K. Talbott, Hays
Benjamin Towner, Tipton
Kelton J. Werth, Hays

COMPUTER SCIENCE ——————————————————————
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN COMPUTER SCIENCE 

BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES —————————————————————
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 

Parker J. Dibble, Phillipsburg
Taryn Fleckenstein, Jennings
Reegan Allison Geer, 
Clay Center
Camryn F. Greving, Hays

Sarah A. Growe, Hays
Gabrielle Lynn Hammer, Hays
Alex Andrew Landwehr, Hays
Javier Marin, Russell
Tucker J. Pfannenstiel, Norton

Tiernan J. Poling, St. Francis
Garret D. Rymer, Hays
Austin J. Ulrich, Emporia
Kassidy Renae White, Hays
Abigail Yutzy, Yoder

Jaston Allende Alba, Tampa, FL
Clifford W. Anderson, 
South Bend, IN
Ashish Atreya, Concord, CA
Joseph Barnes, 
Cedar Rapids, IA
Sharina F. Batista, 
Punta Gorda, FL
Johnathan M. Bennett, 
Islesford, ME
Warren Berlin, Greenbelt, MD
Eugene K. Bertman, 
Norman, OK
Ira M. Bletz-Fuller, 
Edmonds, WA
Joshua M. Boustead, 
Gretna, NE
Matthew Boyea, Atchison
Steven Wayne Bull, Jr., 
Hockley, TX
Peter Bulloch, Englewood, CO

Scott Carlson, Lawrence
Brett J. Davis, South Jordan, UT
Nikhil Dhage, Piscataway, NJ
Tanner M. Eiland, Hays
Grant Gillespie, Wichita
David H. Gladden, 
Knoxville, TN
Kael A. Haney, Columbus, OH
Kylie Heiland, Franklin, TN
Thomas J. Henry, Tulsa, OK
Curtis R. Hill, Manhattan
Gene E. Holt, Wichita
Jasmine Carolyn Irvin, 
Jacksonville, FL
Lindsey Jimenez, 
Clemmons, NC
Bjarni Gudmann Jonsson, Hays
Christopher P. Katz, 
Acworth, GA
Viputh Khlottan, 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Ali N. Kozan, Puyallup, WA
Harvey Lieng, 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Trevor Neal Lucas, Gardner
Hong Ly, 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Teresa Mastrosimone, 
Moreno Valley, CA
Joshua McClure, Newton
Panharith Menh, 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Phongsavanh E. 
Mongkhonvilay, Emporia
Hunter L. Moore, Hiawatha
Victor E. Munoz, New York, NY
Tanner J. Neuhaeusler, 
New Brighton, PA
Valerie Nguyen, 
Macedonia, OH
Ratansambath Nhek, 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN TECHNOLOGY LEADERSHIP

James Alan Ashmore, 
Columbus, GA

Dakota Dean Beals, Clay Center
Ryan Beisner, Springfi eld, MO

Bradley M. Hines, Dodge City
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GEOSCIENCES  —————————————————————————
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN GEOSCIENCES

MATHEMATICS —————————————————————————

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 

ASSOCIATE DEGREES

APPLIED TECHNOLOGY —————————————————————
ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED SCIENCE IN APPLIED TECHNOLOGY AND LEADERSHIP

Huseyin Okurer, Issaquah, WA
Omar Omer, Lackawanna, NY
Hyojin Park, Buford, GA
James Pow, Portland, ME
Vitou Prim, 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Joshua A. Puetz, Salina
Keaton Rowley, Nampa, ID
David Schiffer, Overland Park
Adam L. Schultz, Raytown, MO
Chala Smart, Des Plaines, IL

Shanelle Smart, Des Plaines, IL
Darcy Nicole Stacy, London, KY
Lisa B. Thoms, Kalispell, MT
Willem Traupel, Windsor, CA
Brian G. Wilson, Goddard

Charles A. Blair, Gold Canyon, AZ
Brianna P. Carriere, 
Opelousas, LA

Elijah Joy, Hays
Khadija Sene, Dakar, Senegal

Joseph Walchshauser, 
Wright City, MO
Zachary R. Zahner, Goddard

Andrew M. Neuman, Cimarron
Emma Kay Reif, Hoisington

Austyn Goodman, 
Springfi eld, MO

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Cameryn J. Kinderknecht, Ellis

Keagan L. Shubert, WaKeeney* Karisma Joy Vignery, 
Minneapolis*

PHYSICS ——————————————————————————
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 

Julien Nimai Illo, Hays Geoffrey Robert Soneson, Ellis
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COLLEGE OF ARTS, HUMANITIES, 
AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

The faculty and staff of the College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences congratulate all December 
2023 graduates. We join in celebrating your achievements and in thanking you for your work as 
students, scholars, and artists throughout your time at Fort Hays State. Your energy, insight, and 
creativity have had a transformative effect on our university community, and your accomplishments 
fulfi ll our shared mission to prepare engaged global citizen-leaders. We look forward to watching you 
transform the world.

J. David Macey
Dean

Bradley Will Assistant Dean
Tamara Lynn Criminal Justice Program, Chair

Brett Whitaker  Leadership Program, Chair
Brett Zollinger Sociology Program, Chair

Benjamin Cline Visual and Performing Arts, Co-Chair
Karrie Simpson Voth Visual and Performing Arts, Co-Chair

Lawrence Gould Communication Studies, Law, and 
Political Science, Chair

Eric Leuschner English and Modern Languages, Chair
Paul Nienkamp History and Philosophy, Chair

SCHOOL OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE, LEADERSHIP AND SOCIOLOGY

CRIMINAL JUSTICE ——————————————————————

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

Caitlin M. Allen, 
Dingmans Ferry, PA
Anthony Burdis Barnett, 
Sparta, IL
Tierra D. Brown, Topeka
John Christian Clayton-Hyer, 
Wellington
Susie Michelle Flores, Hobbs, NM
Eric P. Fray, Overland Park

Alex Matthew Gilmore, 
Overland Park
Erika Kristi Gonzales, 
Overland Park
Timothy L. Greenwood, Hays
Devin Haines, Benton
Alexander Lenser, Hays
Jannette Martinez, Garden City
Seth Meyer, Shawnee

Accacia Lee Pedigo, Hays
Jamie Lynn Pitzer, Rose Hill
Clay Garrett Robinson, Cheney
Alexa M. Scott, Minneapolis
Marilee Michele Tylicki, 
Shawnee
Madelyn J. Underwood, 
Lawrence
Terry Lee Yowell, Guymon, OK

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Geena Cedillo Alvarez, 
Robertsdale, AL

Margarita Zuley Escobedo, 
Dodge City

FORT HAYS STATE UNIVERSITY | UNDERGRADUATE 
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LEADERSHIP —————————————————————————

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERSHIP 

Isabella Ann Artman, Hays*
Cole I. Berry, Topeka+
Joseph L. Calmes, Wamego

Madison E. Crabtree, Spring Hill
Jason Lee DeJonge, Lawrence
Yasmin Aijanae Etienne, Lucas

Jimmy W. Hailey, 
Chesapeake, VA
Sophia T. Jones, Hays

SCHOOL OF VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS

ART AND DESIGN ———————————————————————
BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS

Karlee R. Kembel, Hays
Brianna K. Miller, Spearville
Maria E. Neale, Overland Park

Haleigh Raber, Hays
Chandra A. Sotelo, Hays

Jesus A. Sotelo, Hays
Riley A. Tinder, Basehor

MUSIC AND THEATRE —————————————————————

Angela C. Altomare, 
California, MD
Kelly J. Clark, Garden City
Chassidy Elaine Congleton, 
Cherokee, OK
Ashley Hernandez, Chicago, IL

SOCIOLOGY ——————————————————————————
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN SOCIOLOGY

Cierra Lynn Hill, Brighton, CO
Kelsey Rae Lynn Knight, Wichita
Bret Kun Lee Luchs, 
Rustburg, VA
Anthony J. Osborne, 
Clarinda, IA

Amy Nickson Taylor, Liberal
William Travis Richard, Topeka
Alexis Breanna Scaife, Olathe
Sherry Treece, Hutchinson
Ellian Faye Weisbeck, Hillsboro
Lindy Zwick, Osawatomie

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Danae N. Schwarz, Mulvane

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Eric Shepherd Adams, Hays Hillary M. Desmond-
McNaughton, St. Louis, MO

Anna Katherine Potter, Wichita

Tabor A. Rucker, Hoxie* Ivy J. Walker, Hays

BACHELOR OF MUSIC

FORT HAYS STATE UNIVERSITY | UNDERGRADUATE 
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COMMUNICATION STUDIES ———————————————————
BACHELOR OF ARTS

Iyengumwena Hendrix 
Enaruna, Almere, Netherlands

Paxton N. Harris, Beloit
Madison R. Olson, Mulvane 

Maria De Jesus Nieto, Hillsboro
Allison Vrooman, Hastings, NE

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION STUDIES, LAW 
AND POLITICAL SCIENCE

POLITICAL SCIENCE ——————————————————————
BACHELOR OF ARTS

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Rebecca Goodspeed, Anthony
Laura A. Krohn, Wheaton

Andrew S. Erb, Great Bend Caden J. Moore, Wamego

MODERN LANGUAGES  ————————————————————
BACHELOR OF ARTS

Megan Taylor Crist, Wichita*
Virna I. DeVries, Poquoson, VA
Liliana Hernandez, 
Oklahoma City, OK
Maiko Ishida, Portland, OR

Tori R. Koepp, 
Minneapolis, MN
Sherrianne Noyes, Waterloo, IA
Cindy Orrantia, Liberal
Karely Solis-Enriquez, Hays

Rourke Wilson Stark, 
Midvale, UT
Sofi a Alicia Tiscareño,
Firestone, CO*

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Rachel Beck, Wichita Ethan Jonas Thornbro, 
Aurora, CO

Taylor L. Vredenburg, Hays

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH AND MODERN LANGUAGES

ENGLISH ———————————————————————————

Peyton Faye Lazzaro, 
Golden, CO

Miah Sara Valdez, 
Kansas City

Nicole R. Sutphin, Cassville, MO

FORT HAYS STATE UNIVERSITY | UNDERGRADUATE 
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PHILOSOPHY —————————————————————————
BACHELOR OF ARTS

Jacob A. Buckman, Hays
Eliseo R. Gonzalez, Aurora, CO

Kacey R. Parkinson, 
Haltom City, TX

HISTORY ———————————————————————————
BACHELOR OF ARTS

Savanna Lea Baumgart, Hays
Matthew Robert Blackney, 
Brea, CA

Kathrine C. Collister, Wichita*
Chelsea Leah Kiefer, Raleigh, NC
Zachary M. Miller, Liebenthal

Amber D. Neighbors, Waco, TX
Charlene Ward, Arkansas City
Larry Zieammermann, Marion

GENERAL STUDIES  ——————————————————————
BACHELOR OF GENERAL STUDIES

Basmah Ahmed, 
Morrisville, NC
Ali Amireh, Fresno, CA 
Matthew R. Barton, Larned 
Jared Bashor, Great Bend 
Jessica L. Bennett, Hutchinson 
Elizabeth A. Bloksberg, 
Davis, CA
Peyton Burchfi eld, 
Grand Rapids, MI
Courtney Callahan, Minonk, IL 
Olivia Lupe Camarena, Hays 
Jeron S. Caraway, Wichita
Stella Joy Castaneda, 
Cleveland, TX
Brittany M. Churchill, Wichita 
Elly Marie Claussen, Lawrence 
Monica A. Cole, Wichita 
Ashli Nicole Cox, Yukon, OK 
Laura A. Desilets, 
Dowagiac, MI
Rochelle L. Edwards, Wichita 
Erika L. Essman, 
Jacksonville, FL
Jennifer L. Ewing, Topeka 
Jessica M. Fife, St. Joseph, MO 
Shea Finley, Colby

Shay N. Fox, Meriden
Dustin Lee Froelich, Topeka 
Adrian Garcia, Wichita 
Nicole Gatlin, Clovis, CA 
Rachel V. Gilbert, Garnett 
Quinn Alan Glaser, Mulvane 
Jama Keoni Gleue, Belleville 
Crystal M. Gonzales, 
Victoria, TX
Sarah Gordon, Coffeyville 
Lisa M. Graham, Clovis, CA 
Serina Hamann, Minneapolis 
Patrick Hammond, 
St. Marys, GA
Jillian Rose Harris, Shawnee 
Rebecca Horton, Cushing, OK 
Rachelle B. Hunter, Macon, MO 
Amanda P. Huxman, 
Hooker, OK
Sydney Alexis Jones, Hugoton 
Lynntrese L. Joyner, Suffolk, VA 
Alycia Lynn Kitchen, Russell 
Kendra Ann Marie Krier, 
Concordia
Alonda Rachelle Lona, 
Lee’s Summit, MO
Taylon P. Mendenhall, 
Hutchinson

Farrah K. Merz, Wichita
Fiona Nix, Indianapolis, IN
Sara J. Orr, Salina
Lauren Pesek, Salina
Lacey K. Pinkstaff, 
Springfi eld, IL
Jessica E. Power, McCook, NE
Christina Lea Randall, 
Frontenac
Marta Louise Reese, Ellis
Sam Vick Richardson, III, 
Chesterfi eld, VA
Kristina M. Ringstrom, 
Leavenworth
Manuela Robinson, Fort Lee, VA
Christopher Michael 
Rodriguez, Wichita
Ashley M. Rogers, Shawnee
John D. Roggow, Trail City, SD
Adella M. Roth, Victoria*
Lord B. Rothlyn, Wichita
John P. Saffold, Clarkston, MI
Estefani Sanchez Flores, 
Granada, CO
Susan C. Schavee, Leavenworth
Jenna Rene Schoenberger, 
Smith Center

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY

Taylor L. Vredenburg, Hays*
Steven Michael Whittle, 
Rockville, MD

FORT HAYS STATE UNIVERSITY | UNDERGRADUATE 
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ASSOCIATE DEGREES

GENERAL STUDIES ———————————————————————
ASSOCIATE OF GENERAL STUDIES 

Renee Elizabeth Alexander, 
Colorado Springs, CO
Cindy Y. Araiza-Catano, 
Scott City*
Makenna Lynn Bartholomew, 
Gypsum
Georgann R. Bush, Colbert, GA
Tori Dawn Carpenter, Meade
Abigail M. Chainey, Wamego
Cassandra Lenae Eaddy, 
Yorktown, VA
Rylee Nichole Ebert, Hays

Alexis Elizabeth Folkerts, Hays
Anthony Vaan Goethe, 
Grand Prairie, TX
Kendra S. Grandy, Larned
Deana Guerrero, Lakin
Kodi Hafl ich, Topeka
Emily Rose Hansel, Eureka
Diana Laura Hernandez, Salina
Junias Joseph, Topeka
Christopher A. Loer, Lenexa
Ryan M. Maehs, Sterling
Cal Marshall, St. John

Melissa Nicole Mintzer, 
McPherson
Eric Moore, Arden, NC
Reighley Murphy, 
Chesapeake, VA
Michael Pepper, Lakin
Tamiyah Pittman, 
Oklahoma City, OK
Brecken M. Preitauer, Hays
Adella M. Roth, Victoria*
Bobbi L. Simons-Smith, 
Haysville

Amy Elaine Seck, Sterling
Kathrine Rose Shannon,
Colorado Springs, CO
Madeline Small, Springfi eld, IL
Heather Marie Smith, 
Dodge City
Ericka D. Sparks, Spring Hill
Richard S. Speakman, 
Des Moines, IA
Jennifer L. Stephen, Ulysses

Gabriela Noel Taliaferro, 
Schoenchen
Krista M. Talley, Salina
Mary E. Tapia, Lansing
JaQuan Tyreeque Tillis, 
Harker Heights, TX
Priscilla S. Valenzuela, 
Garden City
Jaden D. Vinduska, Hutchinson
Katina E. Vonderschmidt, 
Hiawatha

Emma Wade, Wichita
Melinda Weese, Chanute
Madison Whetstine, Troy
Amanda Kaye Whissen, 
Wichita
Asher Derek White, Hays
Emma Jolene Williams, Hays
Savannah D. Williams, 
Humboldt
Jordyn F. Wisinger, Hays
Nagumi Yamagata, Kaga, Japan
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TEACHER EDUCATION  —————————————————————

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

Kenneth Rigler Assistant Dean 
Sheryl Crow Advanced Education Programs, Chair 

Christopher Jochum Teacher Education, Chair 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN EDUCATION 

Nadine Alshahwan, 
Amman, Jordan
Rebecca Lynn Anderson, 
Wathena
Christine Anguiano, Ulysses
Jessica A. Applegarth, Gardner
Vanessa Rae Ballard, Mulvane
Micheal A. Bazan, 
Grandview, MO
Baylee L. Beck, Great Bend
Breeana L. Beresh, Astoria, OR
Ally Marie Bottom, Topeka
Robert Boucher, Olathe
Bailey P. Brin, De Soto
Whitney M. Brummer, St. John
Bey Lee Elizabeth Brummet, 
Cawker City
Krystal M. Campbell, Pasco, WA
Erica D. Carinder, Niotaze
Amber K. Carpenter, 
Charlotte, NC

Adrianne Grace Carr, Berryton*
Riley Christian Champney, 
Topeka
Laney Raelynn Clark, 
Glen Elder
Kathrine C. Collister, Wichita*
Clara Marie Crawford, Ellis
Ethan M. Davis, Topeka
Kallyn Ila DeWitt, Hays
Crystal Dorn, La Crosse
Taylor Nichole Drees, Hays 
Lynsie Marie Erbert, Hays 
Lexxi J. Espada, Solomon
Mackenzie J. Foos, Spearville 
Josiah W. Fouts, Wilcox, NE 
Candice Marie Garcia, 
Junction City
Abigail E. Giesen, Hays 
Payton L. Girard, Clyde 
Jordan K. Hammack, Russell 
Abigail Hanzlicek, Emporia 

Kaleigh Marie Harbaugh, Hays 
Rachael N. Havens, Topeka 
Madea M. Hayden, 
Parkville, MO
Shelby Lynn Herrman, Ulysses 
Wyatt D. Hessman, Spearville* 
Suzanne Grace Hillen, 
Mountain Home, ID
Nicole D. Hull, Ogallala, NE 
Brianna L. Jones, Wray, CO* 
Anum Khattak, Plano, TX 
Angela N. Kinzer, 
Claremore, OK
Grant Michael Kuhlman, 
Oakley*
Hannah Marie Kvasnicka, 
Goodland
Erin M. Lange, Brookville 
Elizabeth Ledger, 
Grand Rapids, MI 
Annamarie Lindquist, Wichita 

FORT HAYS STATE UNIVERSITY | UNDERGRADUATE 
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The College of Education takes great pride in preparing elementary and secondary teachers, school 
specialists in reading, library media, counseling, school administrators, special education, higher 
education student affairs, instructional technology and community counselors. We offer bachelor, 
master and education specialist degrees housed in outstanding departments focused on undergraduate 
and graduate teaching programs. Innovative programs, such as the Transition to Teaching and the 
Special Education Limited Residency programs, provide an alternative path to teacher licensure and 
are helping meet the demand for teachers in Kansas. Partnerships with service centers, community 
colleges and school districts strengthen the mission of the College. The College has knowledgeable, 
caring faculty members who love to teach. They continue to share their enthusiasm for our profession 
while preparing professional educators for success. We are proud of the impact FHSU education 
graduates make in Kansas schools and beyond.

Paul Adams
Dean
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Dakota K. Loader, Oakley 
Katie Elizabeth Lytle, 
Junction City
Rachel Elaine Matal, Derby 
Shayla D. Miesner, 
Independence
Piper L. Miller, Park City 
Dustin A. Nichols, Olathe* 
Alyssa Renee Nigh, Hiawatha 
Evelyn Viridiana Perez, 
Kingman
Gracie N. Pfannenstiel, 
WaKeeney
Vanessa Renteria, Goodland 
Abigail Isha Rhodes, 
Mohnton, PA
Jo-Lynn M. Richards, Ottawa 
Kylee M. Ricke, Cunningham
Kerry Ann Rodriguez, Hays 
Tabor A. Rucker, Hoxie*

Clayton J. Sargent, Canton
Anne Schlaefl i, Hays
Mindy M. Schuler, Kincaid 
Alexandria Rachelle Schultz, 
Papillion, NE
Keagan L. Shubert, WaKeeney* 
Nicole Mae Romig Smith, Hoyt 
Serena Dawn Smith, Anthony 
Chelsea M. Sosebee, Spring Hill 
Brandae N. Tate, Haven 
Rietta Brooke Thomas, 
Medicine Lodge
Courtney L. Tinkham, Hays+ 
Tarah B. Todd, Topeka 
Gabriella L. Towne, 
Gatesville, TX
Kaylee Unruh, Great Bend 
Jera Rene VanDegrift, Scott City 
Christopher B. Vankooten, 
Phillipsburg*

Karisma Joy Vignery, 
Minneapolis*
Laken C. Vondracek, Hays
Tayler Elisabeth Voyles, 
Tyrone, GA
Jacy Layne Walker, Uniontown
Jessica May Walker, Topeka
Harly Taybor Watkins, 
Hoisington
Brittany K. Webber, Spring Hill
Michaela Elizabeth Wetter, 
Concordia
Brooklyn M. Whitcomb, Iola
Jaysa A. Wichers, Hays
Keshia D. Williams, Wakefi eld
Alexandria Nicole Wilson, 
Salina
Jennifer M. Wisdom, Manhattan
Peyton John Wright, Havensville

FORT HAYS STATE UNIVERSITY | UNDERGRADUATE 
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HONORS AT GRADUATION
There are three levels of academic honors at commencement. Summa cum laude is awarded to 
graduates achieving a grade point average of 3.90 or above on their cumulative and FHSU coursework, 
magna cum laude to graduates achieving a grade point average of 3.80 to 3.89 on their cumulative 
and FHSU coursework, and cum laude to graduates achieving a grade point of 3.60 to 3.79 on their 
cumulative and FHSU coursework.

Each student graduating with academic honors must have attended and completed at least 30 credit 
hours from Fort Hays State University. Honors are based on both the candidate’s cumulative and Fort 
Hays State University grade point average (GPA).

While honors will be listed in the commencement program for those who may reasonably anticipate 
them, the listing in the program is not a guarantee of receiving honors. The listing and reading of 
honors for degree candidates are based on the fi nal grade indexes achieved at the beginning of the 
student’s fi nal semester. The offi cial honor awarded based on fi nal grade indexes will be noted on the 
student’s diploma and transcript.

SUMMA CUM LAUDE  —————————————————————————
Jaston Allende Alba, Tampa, FL
Evelyn Arredondo, 
Garden City
Noah Barton, Salina
Sharina F. Batista, 
Punta Gorda, FL
Cole I. Berry, Topeka
Jozlyn Renee Brown, Great Bend
Karson Sinclair Brown, Beloit
Whitney M. Brummer, St. John
Brianna N. Byerley, Salina
Luana Chagas, Osasco, Brazil
Clara Marie Crawford, Ellis
Nathan Delane Cunningham, III, 
Rose Hill
Garret A. Dalinghaus, Frankfort
Lynsie Marie Erbert, Hays
Rebecka Peyton Faust, Wichita
Susie Michelle Flores, 
Hobbs, NM
Payton L. Girard, Clyde

Camryn F. Greving, Hays
Kael A. Haney, Columbus, OH
Blake Alexander Harnden, 
Hays
Kylie Heiland, Franklin, TN
Suzanne Grace Hillen, 
Mountain Home, ID
Jenna S. Hoover, Glade
Chelsea Leah Kiefer, 
Raleigh, NC
Sopy Knox, Wamego
Bret Kun Lee Luchs, 
Rustburg, VA
Katie Elizabeth Lytle, 
Junction City
Jessica O. Meier, Beloit
Arlyn D. Miller, Partridge
Micah J. Nachtigal, Lawrence
Kacey R. Parkinson, 
Haltom City, TX
Caitlin Peak, Grandview, MO

Lisette Jean Pfortmiller, 
Smith Center
Christina Lea Randall, Frontenac
Manuela Robinson, Fort Lee, VA
Emma N. Rogers, Sedgwick
Peyton M. Rohan, Temple, TX
Ruby Victoria Romero, Ulysses
David Bernard Edmund 
Schulte, Sedgwick
Alexandria Rachelle Schultz,
Papillion, NE
Madison T. Shapland, Scott City
Riley A. Tinder, Basehor
Luz Esmeralda Tucker, Johnson
Rodney Arion Jaiden Ullah, 
Anaheim, CA
Kiara M. Urban, Hays
Karina Villarreal de Tenorio, 
Garden City
Nagumi Yamagata, Kaga, Japan
Connor Matthew Young, Olathe

MAGNA CUM LAUDE  —————————————————————————
Meghan Ilene Anderson, Hays
Cindy Y. Araiza-Catano, 
Scott City
James Alan Ashmore, 
Columbus, GA

Brielle J. Bange, Colby
Jared Bashor, Great Bend
Kieran William Clark Brown, 
Kettering, Australia
Hailey G. Budke, Concordia

Kallyn Ila DeWitt, Hays
Mason Richard Duskie, 
Cawker City
Erika L. Essman, 
Jacksonville, FL
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Taryn Fleckenstein, Jennings
Aliyah Lorynne Frederick, 
Hutchinson
Kayenta Morgen Frye, Marysville
Talya A. Killingsworth, Derby
Michelle M. Klecan, Odell, NE
Emily L. Koenigsman, Tipton
Hannah Marie Kvasnicka, 
Goodland
Erin M. Lange, Brookville
Peyton Faye Lazzaro, 
Golden, CO

Audrey Elizabeth Manry, 
Larned
Kendra A. Maydew, 
Smith Center*
Luke D. Nachtigal, Hutchinson
Valerie Nguyen, 
Macedonia, OH
Abbey E. Oborny, Hays
Gracie N. Pfannenstiel, 
WaKeeney
Kimberly Ramos, 
Coldwater, MI

Justin Lee Stewart, 
Wentzville, MO
Michelle A. Tadefa, Hays
Courtney L. Tinkham, Hays
Christopher B. Vankooten, 
Phillipsburg
Katherine Elizabeth Wagner, 
Wichita
Harly Taybor Watkins, 
Hoisington
Jaysa A. Wichers, Hays
Zachary R. Zahner, Goddard

CUM LAUDE  ——————————————————————————————
Johnangel Alba, Wichita Falls, TX 
Margaret Virginia Allen, Derby 
Angela C. Altomare, 
California, MD
Clifford W. Anderson, 
South Bend, IN
Kayla Nicole Apuan, Wichita 
Javier Aragon-Lopez, Derby 
Mackenzie Leann Augustine, 
Hays
Vanessa Rae Ballard, Mulvane 
Sydney Elizabeth Barrett, Beloit 
Dakota Dean Beals, Clay Center 
Jacob A. Buckman, Hays
Scott Carlson, Lawrence
Riley Christian Champney, 
Topeka
Laney Raelynn Clark, 
Glen Elder
Madison E. Crabtree, 
Spring Hill
Megan Taylor Crist, Wichita 
Whitney June Dill, Portis 
Crystal Dorn, La Crosse 
Taylor Nichole Drees, Hays 
Grace M. Dressman, Frankfort 
Margarita Zuley Escobedo, 
Dodge City
Lexxi J. Espada, Solomon
Jennifer L. Ewing, Topeka 
Emma Grace Faulkner, Wamego 
Mackenzie J. Foos, Spearville 
Josiah W. Fouts, Wilcox, NE 
Mallory E. Gabriel, Cypress, TX 
Quinn Alan Glaser, Mulvane 

Jimmy W. Hailey, 
Chesapeake, VA
Patrick Hammond, 
St. Marys, GA
Kaleigh Marie Harbaugh, Hays 
Wyatt D. Hessman, Spearville 
Rebecca Horton, Cushing, OK 
Jonah Levi Huehl, 
Sylvan Grove
Danytra Leann Hughes, 
Greenwood, MO
Nicole D. Hull, Ogallala, NE 
Julien Nimai Illo, Hays 
Maiko Ishida, Portland, OR 
Lindsey Jimenez, 
Clemmons, NC
J’Vohn Fhalen Johnson, 
Independence
Jett D. Jurgens, El Dorado 
Brian Koerwitz, Windsor, CO 
Beth L. Kohler, McKenzie, ND 
Laura A. Krohn, Wheaton 
Hannah Litke, Manhattan 
Willow A. Ludwig, 
Littleton, CO
Alexis C. Lundahl, Hays 
Holly E. Maska, Gardner 
Rachel Elaine Matal, Derby 
Meagan Clare McCarty, 
Arlington, TX 
Sochivornmonineath Meas, 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
Myles A. Menges, Hays
Iran G. Mesta, Ness City 
Brianna K. Miller, Spearville 
Christian Reid Murray, Larned

Andrew M. Neuman, Cimarron 
Omar Omer, Lackawanna, NY 
Cindy Orrantia, Liberal 
Hyojin Park, Buford, GA 
Morgan D. Polson, Isabel 
Anna Katherine Potter, Wichita 
James Pow, Portland, ME
Lisa M. Rawie, Olathe
Emma Kay Reif, Hoisington 
Abigail Isha Rhodes, 
Mohnton, PA
Kylee M. Ricke, Cunningham
Danielle M. Shade, Salina 
Keagan L. Shubert, WaKeeney 
Geoffrey Robert Soneson, Ellis 
Chelsea M. Sosebee, Spring Hill 
Gretchen M. Stephens, 
Fort Leavenworth
Kevin Te, Henderson, NV 
Rietta Brooke Thomas, 
Medicine Lodge
Willem Traupel, Windsor, CA 
Miah Sara Valdez, Kansas City 
Karisma Joy Vignery, 
Minneapolis
Laken C. Vondracek, Hays 
Jessica May Walker, Topeka 
Michaela Elizabeth Wetter, 
Concordia
Amanda Kaye Whissen, Wichita 
Jacey J. Wideman, Minneola 
Keshia D. Williams, Wakefi eld 
Alexandria Nicole Wilson, 
Salina
Hayden Robert Wiltfong, 
Edmond
Paris B. Wolf, Hays
Terry Lee Yowell, Guymon, OKFORT HAYS STATE UNIVERSITY | HONORS 
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The President’s Distinguished Scholar Award was fi rst awarded in 1989. All unclassifi ed employees of the 
university are eligible for consideration each year and are evaluated for this honor by analysis of their 
performance in the categories of research/creative activities, service, and instruction. Acceptable levels 
of performance must be demonstrated in service and instruction, with the primary focus of this award 
being on research/creative activities. Applications are reviewed by an evaluation committee and a 
recommendation is forwarded to the president of the university.

The honoree presents a scholarly lecture during the President’s Distinguished Scholar program. The 
awardee is recognized on a plaque displayed in the Memorial Union, given a certifi cate, specially-
designed medallion and receives a monetary acknowledgment. 

PRESIDENT’S DISTINGUISHED SCHOLAR AWARD

AWARDS

2023
2022
2021
2020
2019
2018
2017
2016
2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006

Laura Wilson
April Terry
Hendratta Ali
Rick Edgeman
P. Grady Dixon
Mary Martin
Jennifer Bonds-Raacke
S. Christopher Bennett
Chapman Rackaway
Dosse Toulaboe
Chris Crawford
Richard Packauskas
Amy Schmierbach
Greg Farley
Paul Adams
John Heinrichs
Norman Caulfi eld
Richard Zakrzewski

2005
2004
2003 
2002
2001
2000
1999
1998
1997
1996
1995
1994
1993
1992
1991
1990
1989

Jerry Choate
Steven Trout
Paula Boire 
Linda Ganstrom 
Thomas T. Jackson
Ruth Firestone
Kenneth Neuhauser
Kathleen Kuchar
Paul R. Krutak
Michael F. Jilg
Nancy S. Vogel
Albert J. Geritz
Weldon F. Zenger
Raymond Wilson
Lewis M. Miller
Eugene Fleharty
Stephen B. Klein
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The Navigator Award was established in 1998 by the Student Government Association to recognize 
an outstanding academic advisor based on how closely the advisor adheres to the university goals 
for academic advising. All academic advisors are eligible for this award. Past award recipients will 
become eligible after a fi ve-year waiting period. Candidates are nominated, interviewed, and selected 
by graduating seniors.

NAVIGATOR AWARD

2023
2022
2021
2020
2019
2018
2017
2016
2015

David Fitzhugh
Nanette Fitzhugh 
Kris Munsch
Keith Bremer
Troy Terry 
Craig Smith
Cheryl Duffy
April Terry
Jessica Heronemus

2005
2004
2003
2002
2001
2000
1999
1998

Jill Stafford
Karrie Simpson Voth
Joleen Briggs
Roland Neseth
Debbie Mercer
Shala Bannister
Louis Caplan
Dale McKemey

2014
2013
2012
2011 
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006

Karrie Simpson Voth
Scott Jones
Cole Engel
Nanette Fitzhugh 
Greg Farley
Mary Martin
Beth Walizer 
Mark Stutz
Jennie Straight

The Lighthouse Award was established in 2018 to recognize an outstanding graduate (master’s level 
or above) student. FHSU faculty members nominate the candidates, and a committee of faculty and 
administration, chaired by an alumni administrator, selects the recipient. 

LIGHTHOUSE AWARD

2023
2022

2021
2020
2019
2018

Diane Nuñez
Alison Helget
Mary Kathy Robb
Blaine Wertz
Stacie Rupp
Jessica Johnson 
Herrick Smith
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The prestigious Pilot Award, established by the Alumni Association in 1974, annually recognized two 
outstanding faculty members, one male and one female. Full-time teaching faculty became eligible 
after two years of continuous service on the campus of Fort Hays State University. In 1997, the awards 
committee of the Alumni Association Board of Directors revised the criteria so that any teaching 
faculty member would be eligible after three years of continuous service to FHSU. The award was 
to be given to one faculty member irrespective of gender rather than two. Candidates are nominated 
by members of the graduating senior class on the basis of professional excellence and commitment 
to outstanding teaching. The recipient is chosen by a committee of seniors, faculty, and Alumni 
Association Board members.

PILOT AWARD

2023
2022
2021
2020
2019
2018
2017
2016
2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006
2005
2004
2003
2002
2001
2000
1999
1998
1997
1996
1995
1994
1993
1992
1991

Ziwei Qi
Kenneth Windholz
Eric Gillock
Robert Keener
Mitchell Greer 
Robert Channell 
Stacey Smith
Christie Brungardt
Keith Dreiling
Cheryl Duffy
Gene Rice
Jill Arensdorf
Jeff Burnett
Fred Britten
Mark Bannister
Beth Walizer
Greg Farley
Shala Mills
Carol Patrick
Germaine Taggart
John Heinrichs
Raymond Wilson
Sharon Wilson
Stephen Tramel
Clifford Edwards
James L. Murphy
Thomas T. Jackson
Robert B. Luehrs
Michelle Hull Knowles
Michael Slattery
Kenneth Neuhauser
Stephen Tramel
Eugene Fleharty

1990

1989 

1988

1987

1986

1985

1984

1983

1982

1981

1980

1979

1978

1977

1976

1975

1974

Sharon Barton
Paul Gatschet
Katharine Ninia Smith
John D. Klier 
Ellen Veed
Lawrence Gould 
Martha A. Clafl in
William E. Clafl in
Nancy Vogel
Keith Campbell
Sandra S. Rupp
Gary K. Hulett
Wilda M. Smith
Donald B. Slechta
Judith Vogt
Arris Johnson
Alice R. McFarland
Ronald J. Fundis
Donna Harsh
J. Dale Peier
Kathleen Kuchar
Samuel Warfel
Patricia Rhoades
James Costigan
Suzanne Trauth
Wilmont Toalson
Clarice Peteete
Alex Francis
Maxine Hoffman
Robert Dressler
Rose Arnhold
Harold D. Choguill
Lorraine Machan
Dan Rupp
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The coveted Torch Award was established in 1974 by the Alumni Association to recognize one male 
and one female outstanding senior. In 1991, the awards committee of the Alumni Association Board 
of Directors revised the criteria to recommend the selection of one senior recipient. Candidates are 
nominated by members of the faculty on the basis of leadership and academic excellence. A committee 
of faculty, administrators, and Alumni Association Board members selects the recipient.

TORCH AWARD

2023
2022
2021
2020
2019
2018
2017
2016
2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006
2005
2004
2003
2002
2001
2000
1999
1998
1997
1996
1995

1994
1993
1992
1991

Emily Reitz
Alec Bevis
Grace Wasinger
Adam Flax
Remington Behrends 
Keshawn Sewell 
Giles Fox
Arianne Fisher
Cody Scheck
Jordan Voss
Jessica Tormey
Layne Krizek
Michelle Webb
Andrew Leiker
Katie Edwards
Joan Dreiling
Diane Becker
Jason Crist
Mitch Hall
Jennifer Mayers
Rigo Ramirez
Rebecca Blocksome
Julie Ann Brull
Lena Sidders
Mardy Robinson
Karen E. Meier
Travis Crites
Stacia Gressel
Mary Desch
Karla Wagner
Tammy Brooks
Grant Bannister
Coy Martin
Marlys Gwaltney

1990

1989 

1988

1987

1986

1985

1984

1983

1982

1981

1980

1979

1978

1977

1976

1975

1974

Doris Lang
Mordecai Boone
Darcey Lee Deines
Lee Alan Fisher
Tammy Eilert
Joe Dinges 
Connie Brachtenbach
Lee M. Gross
Diane Erker
Robert Amerine
Gerilyn M. Giebler
Mark Bannister
Betty Burk
Kenton Kersting
Cheryl Knabe
Kevin Faulkner
Katherine K. Jellison
Steven J. Hess
Geralyn Kraus
Robert Wilson
Jennifer Thorns
Jeffrey Peier
Sharon Meyer
Michael Pauls
Ramona Weigel
Timothy Doughty
Matasha Otte
Richard Bauer
Barbara Broeckelman
John Dorsch
Kathy Bahner
Rick Kellerman
Cynthia M. Hartman
Marcus Bassett
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ACADEMIC HISTORY
HISTORY OF COMMENCEMENT ——————————————————————
The First Annual Commencement took place on 
July 2, 1903 at the Grand Army of the Republic 
Hall in Hays, after being postponed from May 
1903 because one of the graduates could not get 
back to Hays from Emporia. Flooding prevented 
the train from making its trip.

Freda Schwaller, Fred E. Lindley and Ida Shaffer 
were the fi rst graduates of the Western Branch 
of the Kansas State Normal School.

Final exams and commencement were canceled 
in May 1951 after a fl ood hit the campus on May 
22. The graduates were honored at the summer 
school commencement later that year. 

Through the years, commencement exercises 
have been held in Sheridan Coliseum, Lewis 
Field, Gross Memorial Coliseum, and virtually.

HISTORY OF THE ACADEMIC MACE —————————————————————
 The mace has an ancient history as a symbol of 
authority. In medieval times it was a studded, 
club-like weapon. Made of iron and capable 
of breaking armor, these giant clubs were 
chiefl y used by knights. They were also often 
borne by a royal bodyguard to protect the king 
in processions. 

By the 14th century, maces assumed more 
ceremonial functions and lost their warlike 
appearance. They were often decorated with 
jewels and precious metals. The ceremonial mace 
stands for lawful power and regal authority. 

Eventually the mace also became a symbol 
for academic institutions, an emblem of order 
and authority in the pageantry of ceremonial 
occasions. The fi rst dated record of the 

ceremonial academic mace goes back to 1385 at 
the University of Vienna. 

An academic mace is traditionally carried in 
procession and mounted on stage whenever 
degrees are granted or when the faculty is 
assembled in formal academic dress. During 
commencement ceremonies at Fort Hays State 
University, a mace is carried by the University 
Registrar before the president and other 
dignitaries in the platform party.

The Fort Hays State University mace was 
designed and crafted by Mr. Dale Ficken, 
Associate Professor of Art, in late August - 
September 1969 for the inauguration of Dr. John 
W. Gustad, the fi fth president in the history of 
Fort Hays State University, on October 5, 1969.

Soon after President Lewis came to the campus, 
he suggested that since the offi cial color of 
the school was old gold (from the previous 
connection with the Normal School at Emporia) 
the school ought to adopt an additional color to 
distinguish it from Emporia.

The color suggested was black. This would give 
the school the colors of gold and black, which 
would enable it to adopt the tiger as its athletic 
symbol. President Lewis was from Missouri, 
where he was, of course, loyal to the Missouri 
“Tigers.”

In the history of FHSU, there have been fi ve 
different songs that were adopted by general 
usage.

The words and music of the fi rst song, the 
Kansas State Teacher’s College Hymn, were 
written by Pearl Sidenius, who was a member of 
the faculty from 1915 to 1917. 

Some years later, Dr. Rob Roy Macgregor, 
1928-1935 faculty member, wrote the words of a 
College Anthem which was sung to the tune of 
“Men of Harlech.” Jack Juergens, a music faculty 

member from 1948 to 1951, wrote the words and 
music of the University Anthem, the third of the 
songs to be used as the Alma Mater. 

The fourth song is the University Hymn written 
by Dr. Donald Stout, who conducted choirs 
at FHSU for 36 years. The song, originally titled 
“A Song for Fort Hays,” is sung and played by 
the choirs and bands of FHSU. 

The fi fth song, University Fight Song, used 
in athletic contests, is an adaptation of the 
Northwestern University fi ght song.

THE SONGS OF FHSU ———————————————————————————

UNIVERSITY COLORS ———————————————————————————
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The academic apparel worn at commencement ceremonies has its origins in the 12th and 13th centuries 
when scholars (whether student or teacher) at European universities wore hoods and gowns as their 
customary, daily attire. The long gowns may have been necessary for warmth in unheated buildings. 
Since there was a close tie between early universities and the Church, it is not surprising that academic 
gowns resembled cassocks and elaborate clerical vestments. The American fashion of academic caps 
and gowns derives mainly from the gowns worn at Oxford University.

The traditional cap is the mortarboard with black cloth cover. The tassel worn at some institutions 
refl ects the color representing the degree earned. The tassel worn at Fort Hays State University 
represents the traditional colors of the university: black and gold. 

The bachelor’s gown is primarily distinguished by its long pointed sleeves. The master’s gown is 
similar, except for having oblong sleeves from which the forearm protrudes through a slit near the 
elbow. The doctoral’s gown has rounded sleeves and also has velvet panels around the neck and down 
the front of the gown, as well as three velvet bars on the sleeves. 

Hoods are typically worn with the master’s and doctoral gowns. Hoods are permitted to be worn with 
the bachelor’s gown, but it is customary in many large institutions to dispense with the hood. 

Originally, the hood was used as a cowl, cape, and—when hung from the shoulder—a sack to collect alms. 
It is said that when large wigs were in fashion, the cap section of the hood then fell back clear of the wig. 
This hood style continues to today, with the narrow end of the hood shaped as a neckband connecting 
the two halves of the cape.

Like the gown, the hood differs for the various degrees. The doctoral’s hood is the longest and is a 
fuller shape than the master’s hood and is usually bordered with velvet, the color of which indicates 
the kind of degree. The hood is lined with silk in the colors of the institution that granted the degree. 
The edging of the hood is velvet or velveteen, three inches wide for the master’s hood and fi ve inches 
wide for the doctoral’s hood. The traditional rule is that a candidate for a degree should not wear the 
hood of that degree until it is actually conferred.

The assignment of colors to signify certain degrees was a later development and was standardized in 
the United States in the late 19th century. 

In 1932 the American Council on Education (ACE) reviewed and approved the code of academic dress. 
In 1959 and 1986, the ACE reviewed the costume code and made several changes.

These colors are associated with the different academic disciplines. Fort Hays State University’s hoods 
and tassels are the university colors: black and gold.

ACADEMIC REGALIA

Agriculture – Maize
Arts, Letters, 
Humanities – White
Commerce, Accountancy, 
Business – Drab
Dentistry – Lilac
Economics – Copper
Education – Light Blue
Engineering – Orange
Fine Arts, Architecture – Brown
Forestry – Russett
Home Economics - Maroon 

Journalism – Crimson
Law – Purple
Library Sciences – Lemon
Medicine – Green
Music – Pink
Nursing – Apricot
Oratory (Speech) – Silver Gray
Pharmacy– Olive Green
Philosophy – Dark Blue
Physical Education – Sage Green
Public Admin., Foreign Service 
– Peacock Blue

Public Health – Salmon
Science – Golden Yellow
Social Work – Citron
Theology – Scarlet
Veterinary Science – Gray
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SYMBOLS

PRESIDENT’S MEDALLION —————————————————————————
 

UNIVERSITY SEAL ———————————————————————————————

In 1969, Dr. John W. Gustad approached Mr. John Thorns, art faculty member, concerning FHSU’s 
lack of symbols connected with the formality of offi ce, such as a medallion or mace. To rectify this, 
Gustad commissioned the Department of Art and Design to create three items for his presidential 
inauguration: a mace, a relief statue and a presidential medallion.

The mace, created by Mr. Dale Ficken, is typically used for ceremonial purposes. More information 
on the mace can be found in previous sections of the program. Mr. Jim Hinkhouse designed the relief 
sculpture, second of the three symbols, which was placed at the back of the room during Gustad’s 
inauguration. This sculpture has since been destroyed.

The presidential medallion was fashioned by Mr. Olli Valanne. Made of silver, this piece of jewelry 
features a unique design. According to Thorns, the medallion was created “in recognition of the 
individual who is president.” It is to be used in conjunction with all academic affairs and is worn any 
time the president of the university wears the academic regalia. In 2014 Todd Voth, FHSU graduate, 
created a special chain from which the medallion hangs. The chain is adorned by nameplates engraved 
with the names of former presidents of the university. 

The medallion has been passed down to each consecutive president after Gustad and will continue to 
represent the leadership and FHSU in the future.

The circular seal was originally adopted in 1934. The artist 
who designed it was Marjorie Meade Jacobs.

The college was established on the old Fort Hays military 
reservation. The building depicted in the seal is the old 
stone block house, which was a part of the fort. In typical 
fashion for the building, the seal features a fl ag pole and 
hills in the background.

The university seal is exclusively reserved for offi cial 
documents such as diplomas, transcripts, certifi cates and 
ceremonial recognition gifts. 
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UNIVERSITY MASCOT
No one knows for certain how the Tiger came to be FHSU’s 
mascot, but it may have been the brainchild of W.A. Lewis, the 
president of the Western Branch Normal School (FHSU). 

What is certain is that the FHSU symbol made his debut 
in 1914, when tiger head insignias were fi rst sewn onto 
school jerseys. In that same year, Ralph Archer, a sports 
reporter for the Leader, fi rst referred to FHSU students 
as “Tigers.”

The image rapidly gained popularity on campus. In 1919, the 
yearbook published the fi rst drawing of the mascot. He wore a 
soldier’s cap, and one of his paws rested on a German war helmet 
to symbolize the defeat of the Kaiser in World War I.

However, that image changed in 1924 and the tiger took on a more 
powerful pose. It was used to introduce the sports pages, and the 
athletic department used it as a symbol of aggressiveness.

The Tiger retained his fi erce look through the 1930s, perhaps as 
a symbol of the tough economic conditions of the Depression. 
And in the 1937 yearbook, the Tiger served as a background 
for the top four football players of the year. However, the 
mascot did regain his fi ghting image in the early 1950s 
when car decals featured him in a uniform from Custer’s 
Seventh Cavalry.

In 1963, the best known version of the mascot appeared — a tiger 
carrying the school banner. This cat was used to add personality 
to school shirts, steins and stationery. He could also be seen on 
road signs just outside Hays and Manhattan pointing the way to 
his home campus.

The Tiger returned to his more serious nature in 1978, when 
he was featured in a circular logo designed by Jackquie Harris 
Meitler, Palco art student. The Tiger was drawn as though he 
were a photographic negative; that is, his black stripes were 
white, and vice versa.

In 1999, a new Tiger graphic was designed by Mary Ridgway, 
University Relations Creative Director, and it was tested with 
students, faculty, staff, alumni and friends of the university. 
A few tweeks were made. President Hammond unveiled the 
fi rst original mascot in the university’s long history in a public 
ceremony April 3, 2000. 

A few months later, based on suggestions from students, the new 
mascot was given his name, Victor E. Tiger. 

Alumnus Larry Dreiling, who played the role of the FHSU Tiger 
mascot as a student, purchased the fi rst Victor E. Tiger mascot 
suit for the university. 

1963

1937

1913

1902

1980

2000

2023
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ON-CAMPUS STUDENTS ——————————————————————————
Fort Hays State University’s physical campus is home to a mix of traditional and non-traditional 
students from a variety of ethnic, social and cultural backgrounds. Many of the approximately 
3,631 on-campus learners are from Kansas, Colorado, Nebraska and the Midwest with a number of 
international students helping to enrich the traditional learning environment.

ABOUT OUR STUDENTS

MILITARY/VETERAN STUDENTS ——————————————————————
FHSU provides educational opportunities to students from every branch of the armed forces 
including the United States Army, United States Navy, United States Marine Corps, United States 
Coast Guard, United States Air Force, the National Guard, and various Reserve units. 

These students may attend courses either online or on-campus as veterans or current military 
members. The fl exible programs and delivery options allow our service members, veterans, and their 
families to pursue their education no matter where they are stationed or what their current mission 
might be.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS —————————————————————————
Fort Hays State University welcomes international students each year from over 47 countries. 
International students bring a cultural richness to our campus and community as well as adding 
a global perspective to our classrooms. FHSU is a leader in providing education for international 
students both on-campus and online.

FHSU ONLINE STUDENTS ——————————————————————————
Fort Hays State has been dedicated to distance education since 1911 when Kansas teachers in one-
room schools began the fi rst free correspondence courses. In 1997, the FHSU Virtual College brought 
distance education online, and after more than two decades of innovation and experience, the Virtual 
College became FHSU Online in 2020.

Now with 200 fully-online programs, FHSU Online is an award-winning leader of online education, 
and one of only six institutions certifi ed by the United States Distance Learning Association. The 
students of FHSU Online share much with those one-room teachers of yesteryear: work experience, 
previous education, an ambition to advance, and a desire to give back to their communities. By 
providing these students with an exceptional and affordable education, FHSU Online continues the 
university’s long legacy. 

FIRST-GENERATION COLLEGE STUDENTS ——————————————————
Fort Hays State University prides itself on fi rst-generation college students. An individual can claim 
fi rst-generation student status if neither one of their parents, guardians or siblings possess a four-
year degree. 
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INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS ——————————————————————
FHSU serves students on campus, online and at our partner universities in mainland China. In Fall 
2000, FHSU began offering in-person courses to Chinese students at Zhengzhou Sias University 
in Xinzheng, Henan, China which is the sister city to Hays, Kansas. In Fall 2003, FHSU expanded 
to Shenyang Normal University in Shenyang, Lioaning, China. FHSU has graduated over 10,000 
Chinese students with similar graduation ceremonies conducted each Spring in China. FHSU’s global 
footprint extends to several international partners whereby FHSU recruits study abroad students 
and visiting scholars.
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 Michael Drees Controller, Offi ce of Administration and Finance

 Beverly Unruh Senior Administrative Assistant, Department of Mathematics

STAFF  ————————————————————————————————————————

RETIREMENTS 2023
FACULTY ——————————————————————————————————

 Rick Edgeman Chair, Department of Management

IN MEMORIAM 2023
 Ron J. Diehl Custodial Crew Leader, Physical Plant

 Lawrence (Mac) Reed Associate Professor, Forsyth Library

 Louis L. Robinson Carpenter, Physical Plant

 Thomas A. Schenk Custodian, Physical Plant

 Herbert Zook Assistant Professor, Department of Technology Studies

A
W

A
RD

S, A
C

A
D

EM
IC

 H
ISTO

RY, A
N

D
 R

EC
O

G
N

ITIO
N

FORT HAYS STATE UNIVERSITY | RECOGNITION



48

A special thank you to all who have helped 
make this commencement ceremony a success. 

Your assistance ensures that our ceremony runs smoothly and effi ciently.

We thank you for your time and dedication in making this a memorable event for the graduates. 

Congratulations, Class of 2023, from your FHSU Alumni Association! 

We’re here to support you as you take the next steps on your journey by c onnecting you with classmates, 
professors, and fellow alumni. Visit www.FHSUalumni.com to get involved in a community of more 
than 75,000 alumni worldwide.

The Alumni Association wishes you well in future endeavors wherever your career may take you. As 
a graduate of Fort Hays State, you are always close to Tiger alumni and friends, and we want to keep 
you connected with your alma mater. For more information, please reach out to the FHSU Alumni 
Association at alumni@fhsu.edu or 785-628-4430. 

Again, congratulations on your graduation, and best of luck in the future! Go Tigers!

CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations, Class of 2023, from your FHSU Foundation – the fundraising arm of Fort Hays State!

We, along with thousands of FHSU donors who generously support scholarships and university needs, 
are proud of your accomplishments. 

Throughout these next several years, please consider thanking an individual who supported you in 
some capacity during your time at Fort Hays State University by paying it forward to a future Tiger. 

We wish you the best! 

Every effort has been made to include all FHSU graduates in today’s program. However, if a graduate 
has selected the privacy setting on their record in Workday, the university takes this selection seriously.
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Congratulations on your achievement. We are so proud you chose Fort Hays State University for 
your degree. 

As you move forward in your life’s journey, don’t forget we have many online degrees that are available 
to pursue. Check it out at www.fhsu.edu/online for a complete listing. Once a Tiger, Always a Tiger!!



Alma Mater
Jack Juergens

On the plains of Western Kansas
Stands a school we all love well.

‘Twas built by the toil of our fathers;
To its glory our voices swell.

Chorus:
Hail to old Fort Hays State!

Let your voices ring.
Praise for the Black and Gold

We will ever sing.
Long may our valor last

Through the future days,
Hon’ring and praising

Dear Fort Hays.

In the years that lie before us
We foresee our land’s many needs.

Through the efforts of new generations,
We’ll go on to more noble deeds.

A Song for Fort Hays
Dr. Donald Stout

Standing tall on the western plain, 
Born of the sun, and wind, and rain, 

Western Kansas gives you praise, 
Alma Mater, Fort Hays!

From the past our future we design, 
Let the light of our knowledge shine!
Our song of praise we bring to you; 
Alma Mater, Alma Mater, Fort Hays.
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